
 

APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
February 6th, 2020 

Hyatt Regency Orlando 
9801 International Drive, Orlando, FL 32819 

 
AGENDA 

 
Dial-In: 888-376-5050, Participant Pin: 4218521630#, Host Pin: 46587# 

 
 
I. Call to Order – Nick Shannin, Chair 
 
II. Introductions – Nick Shannin 
 

Chris Donovan, Chair-Elect 
Kim Jones, Vice-Chair  
Carrie Ann Wozniak, Secretary/Treasurer  
Sarah Lahlou-Amine, Immediate Past Chair 

 
III. Chair’s Report – Nick Shannin 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from June 2019 Meeting – Carrie Ann Wozniak (Exhibit A) 
 
V. Treasurer’s Report – Kim Jones (Exhibit B) 
 

A. Current Financial Statement 
 

B. 2020-2021 Approved Budget 
   
VI. Old Business 
 

A. Fall Meeting “Recap” – Nick Shannin 
 

B. Bylaws Revisions 2020 – Nick Shannin (Exhibit C) 
 

C. Global Sponsorship Package, Status, and Introduction of New Sponsor Representative 
– Kim Jones (Exhibit D) 

 
VII. New Business 
 

A. Retreat 2020: St. Augustine! – Chris Donovan 
 

B. 2nd DCA Legislative Position and Legislative Committee Update – Courtney Brewer 
 



 

C. Annual Convention and Programs Committee Update – Diane DeWolf 
 
VIII. Liaison Reports 

 
A. Appellate Court Rules Committee – Hon. Stephanie Ray 

 
B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee – Kansas Gooden 

 
C. Board of Governors – Robin Bresky 

 
D. Council of Sections – Nick Shannin 

 
IX. Section Committee Reports 
 

A. Continuing Legal Education Committee – Kansas Gooden 
 

B. Communications Committee – Dineen Wasylik, Jonathan Streisfeld, and 
Morgan Weinstein 
 

C. Delegated Reserves Committee – Ceci Berman 
 

D. Diversity and Inclusion Committee – Jared Krukar and Hon. Stephanie Ray 
 

E. Fellows Program Committee – Courtney Brewer and Jamie Billotte Moses 
 

F. Finance Committee – Kim Jones 
 

G. High School Moot Court Committee – Brandon Breslow 
 

H. Legislative Committee – Courtney Brewer 
 

I. Outreach Committee – Mary Walter 
 

J. Pro Bono Committee – Joseph Eagleton 
 

K. Programs Committee – Diane DeWolf 
 

L. Publications Committee – Bretton Albrecht 
 

1. The Record – Laura Roe and Courtney Fernald 

2. Florida Bar Journal – Tom Seider  
 

M. Section History Committee – Valeria Hendricks 
 
N. Self-Represented Litigant Committee – Raemy Charest-Turken  



 

 
X. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting 
 

Florida Bar Annual Convention, June 18th, 2020 
Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek & Waldorf Astoria 
14100 Bonnet Creek Resort Lane, Orlando, FL 32821 
Time and Additional Details TBA 
 

XI. Adjournment 



 
EXHIBIT 

A 
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FLORIDA BAR APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 
  FLORIDA BAR ANNUAL MEETING  
 

June 27, 2019 
Boca Raton Resort & Club 

501 E. Camino Real, Boca Raton, FL 33432 
 

Executive Council Meeting: 10:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., Grand Ballroom A 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

I. Call to Order – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 
 

II. Attendance and Introductions – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 
 

A. Nick Shannin, Chair-Elect 
 

B. Chris Donovan, Vice-Chair  
 

C. Kimberly Jones, Secretary/Treasurer  
 

D. Kristin Norse, Immediate Past Chair 
 

E. Visitors 
 
Chair Lahlou-Amine ("Chair") recognized several visitors to the meeting: (1) 
Justice Robert Luck, the new Judicial Representative to the Section for the 
Florida Supreme Court;  (2) Renee Thompson, candidate for President-Elect for 
the Bar; (3) Judge Richard Suarez, former Judicial Representative for the 
Section; (4) Judge Alan Forst, Judicial Representative to the Fourth District 
Court of Appeal; (5) Judge Stephanie Ray, Judicial Representative to the Section 
for the First District Court of Appeal and co-chair to the newly developed 
Diversity and Inclusion committee; (6) Michael Tanner, candidate for President-
Elect for the Bar; (7) Judge Miller from the Third District Court of Appeal, and 
(8) Judge Lobree from the Third District Court of Appeal. 
 

F. Attendees  

In person: Sarah Lahlou-Amine, Chair; Nick Shannin, Chair-Elect; Chris 
Donovan, Vice-Chair; Kimberly Jones, Secretary/Treasurer; Kristin Norse, 
Immediate Past Chair; Jonathan Streisfeld; Dineen Wasylik; Carol Rooney; 
Courtney Brewer; Brandon Breslow; Courtney Fernald; Allen Bonner; Colson 
Hixons; Laura Roe; Chance Lyman; Hala Sandridge; G. Raemy Charest-Turken; 
Eric Levine; Diane DeWolf; Carrie Anne Wozniak; Morgan Weinstein; Alexis 
Fields; Judge Alan Forst; Judge Stephanie Ray; Jared Krukar; Joseph Eagleton;  
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Jamie Billotte Moses; Mary Walter; Amy Farrior; Steve Brannock; Kevin Franz; 
V. Hendricks; Ceci Berman; Judge Ray; Justice Luck; Judge Suarez; Elaine 
Walters; Kenneth Bell; Anthony Musto; Scott Edwards; Samuel Walker; Morgan 
Weinstein; Sarah Weitz; Amy Wessel; Dan Bushell; Pamela Jo Hatley; Tom 
Seider; John Crabtree; Bretton Albrecht; Sara Goldfarb; Caitlyn Waksler; Kansas 
Gooden; Benedict Kuehne; Kristie Hatcher-Bolin; Lindsay Stimbo; Wendy 
Loquasto; Stephen K. Varnell; Cheryl Wright; Harvey Sepler; Rebecca Creed; 
Michelle Cavallaro; Aisha Muhwin; Linsey Sims-Bohnenstiehl; Thomasina 
Moore; and Bryan Gowdy.  

On the phone: Matthew Conigliaro; Jack Aiello; Amanda Neff; Jack Reiter; 
Calianne Lantz; and Bronwyn Miller  

 
III. Chair’s Report – Sarah Lahlou-Amine (Exhibit A to Agenda) 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes for January 17, 2019, Meeting – Kimberly Jones (Exhibit B to 

Agenda) 
 
 The January 17, 2019 meeting minutes were previously circulated as Exhibit B to the 
 meeting agenda. Nick Shannin, Chair-Elect ("Chair-Elect"), moved to approve the 
 minutes.  Chris Donovan, Vice-Chair ("Vice-Chair"), seconded the motion. The motion 
 to approve passed unanimously.  
 

V. Treasurer’s Report – Chris Donovan (Exhibit C to Agenda) 
 

 The Vice Chair asked the Bar to provide a seven-year look at the Budget. He received it 
 the night before the meeting, and provided the charts. He went over the budget, revenue, 
 and final balance.  Please refer to Exhibit B for more information.  The Chair 
 acknowledged the Vice Chair's tremendous time spent digging into understanding how 
 the finances tick and positioning the Section going forward.  
 

VI. Old Business 
 

A. Long-Range Planning Implementation – Tom Hall 
 
The Chair reported on Mr. Hall's role in the implementation efforts from the 
APS Retreat.  

 
• Diversity & Inclusion Committee – The Hon. Stephanie W. Ray/Jared 

Krukar 
 
The Chair reported on the new committee, and thanked the inaugural co-
chairs Judge Ray and Jared Krukar.  The committee will develop some 
working ideas from the outreach committee and move them forward, such 
as bringing schools to the District Courts of Appeal, diversity training for 
the courts, and other programs.  
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• Finance Committee – Chris Donovan 

 
 The Vice Chair reported on the work of the Finance Committee, including 
 its purpose, development, and projects. He discussed the global sponsorship 
 program and the proposed benefits for the sponsors. One of those benefits 
 was put toward a vote. The Vice Chair submitted the committee's 
 recommendation to allow for the placement of non-law firm logos on emails 
 and outgoing communications for the Section to vote. The Chair Elect 
 seconded the committee's recommendation.  The recommendation passed 
 unanimously.  
 
 The Vice Chair also submitted the committee's recommendation to allow the 
 global sponsors at the bar convention and at the midyear meeting to have a 
 presence inside the room, have their marketing materials present, and do a 
 short presentation to introduce their brand. Discussion followed. The Chair 
 Elect seconded the committee's recommendation.  The recommendation 
 passed unanimously.  
 
 Judicial representatives did not vote on these budget items.  
 

• Fellows Committee – Jamie Moses/Courtney Brewer (Exhibit D to Agenda) 
  
 Please refer to exhibit D of the Annual Meeting Agenda for a detailed 
 discussion of the APS Fellowship Program.  Ms. Brewer moved to approve 
 the proposal of the Fellows Committee to authorize $1,500 per fellow 
 annually and up to two fellows. The Chair Elect seconded the motion.  
 Discussion followed. The Chair Elect moved to postpone the formal 
 consideration of the committee proposal until Sept 5, 2019, to allow the 
 committee to take input.  The Vice Chair seconded the motion. Motion 
 passed.  
 

• High School Moot Court Competition Committee – Brandon Breslow 
  
 Mr. Breslow reported on the success of the Section's partnership with the 
 High School Moot Court program. He recognized key leaders and 
 volunteers in the program.  Mr. Breslow requested that the Delegated 
 Reserve committee continue with the same funding for the program as 
 previously authorized.  
  

Steve Brannock reported that in light of Mr. Breslow's excellent report, the 
delegated reserve committee decided to continue the support from this 
Section – noting that last year was $12,400 and this year is $13,000, on a 
one year basis to see where the program goes, contingent on taking a look at 
it again next year.  He presented the recommendation of the  
committee to the council. The Vice Chair seconded the recommendation. 
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The motion carried.  
 
Justice Luck spoke, on behalf of court, that the Court is committed to this 
program.  He thanked the Section on behalf of the court for supporting the 
program.   

 
• APS IOP Project – Kimberly Jones/Nick Shannin 

 
Ms. Jones reported that the Section is working to create a document to 
facilitate the transition between leadership of the Section. She is  working 
with each committee to prepare a brief outline of their committees' duties 
and responsibilities. She is adding sections for new committees that did not 
exist, like delegated reserves, updating the officer's section, and reviewing 
by-laws to help with this. The proposed IOP will be circulated, once 
completed, to the Council for review.   
 

B. Joint Membership with Government Lawyer Section – Sarah Lahlou-
Amine 

 
The Chair reported on the launch of the joint membership. We are still 
awaiting numbers to see how many people have availed themselves of the 
membership. She also thanked Mr. Krukar and the Outreach committee for 
their work on this. 

 
VII. New Business 

 
A. 2018-2019 Pro Bono Committee Volunteers (Exhibit E) – Joe Eagleton 

 
 Please refer to Exhibit E to the Annual Meeting Agenda for recognition of pro 
 bono volunteers.   
 

B. Newly Board Certified Attorneys (Exhibit F) – Kansas Gooden 
 
 Ms. Gooden noted that more people sat for the exam than ever.  Please refer to 
 Exhibit F of the Annual Meeting Agenda for recognition of the newly board 
 certified attorneys. 
  

C. 2019 APS Award Winners 
 
The Chair announced the 2019 APS Award Winners and discussed the 
inaugural law student award.  
 

• Adkins Award – Thomas E. Warner 
 

• John R. Hamilton Pro Bono Award – Joseph H. Lang, Jr. 
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• Inaugural Law Student Award – Caitlyn Waksler 
 

D. 2019 DCA Judges Conference – Nick Shannin 
 
The Chair Elect discussed details for the upcoming DCA Judges 
Conference. 
  
• September 3-5, 2019, in Amelia Island, FL 
• APS EC meeting on September 5 
• Vote to approve registration waiver for two Section members  
 

E. 2020 Section Retreat – Chris Donovan 
 
The Vice Chair discussed the upcoming Retreat details, including possible 
locations and working on the budget.  
 

F. Appellate Court Rules Committee Update – Courtney Brewer  
 

Ms. Brewer reported that the Rule changes have been published. They are 
accessible on the website.  

 
VIII. Bar & Section Committee Reports  

 
A. Communications – Jonathan Streisfeld/Dineen Wasylik 

 
The Committee reported on the status of the social media development, 
which has provided good metrics. He requested that people link to and 
share from the social media platforms for the Section to promote Section 
projects. The website is going under a revamp. Morgan Weinstein will 
be taking on a bigger role in the Committee.   
 
Ms. Wasylk reported that over the two years that the social media 
project has been in force, the statistics show a building momentum. She 
asked that the Section continue to give the Committee information and share 
the Section's information.   
 
The Chair recognized Mr. Streisfeld's longtime commitment to the 
Section and this committee, which he has mostly lead by himself.  She 
noted that he was instrumental in bringing Mr. Weinstein on board. She 
also thanked Ms. Wasylik for everything she does for the Section.  
 

B. Continuing Legal Education – Kansas Gooden 
   

Ms. Gooden reported on the very productive and busy CLE 
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Committee's work over this year and next.  She discussed the new 
content and went over the planned CLEs.  

 
C. Council of Sections – Nick Shannin 

 
 The Chair Elect reported that it has been suggested that section by laws 
 come off the list of things that need Florida Supreme Court approval.  If this 
 happens, it will give every section a simpler path to editing their bylaws.  
 

D. Finance Committee – Chris Donovan 
 

• Vote to approve corporate global sponsorship package – Chris 
Donovan (occurred during new business) 

 
E. History – V. Hendricks 

 
The committee has added more years to the APS website. They plan 
to add additional information.   
 

F. Legislation – Courtney Brewer 
 
Ms. Brewer reported it was not a very controversial year. One 
notable change is the amount in controversy for county court cases.  
Those appeals will now go to the District Courts instead of county 
court.  
 

G. Outreach – Jared Krukar (Exhibit G to Agenda) 
 
Mr. Krukar reported on Outreach's events.  They worked with 
HAWL and GEBA for International Women's Day. They 
participated in the Central Florida Diversity Picnic. He gave a shout 
out to Sam Walker's YouTube channel, where he summarizes 
appellate cases.  
 

H. Pro Bono – Joe Eagleton 
 
Mr. Eagleton reported that the Committee is working on creating 
content and resources on domestic violence.  They are working on 
creating content and making sure the webpage is a good resource, 
making sure the DCA and trial court clerk's can link on their webpages 
and make sure we exist and provide help and resources.  He noted it has 
been two years since GAL partnership. He thanked Thomasina Moore.  
The APS has handled 226 cases on a pro bono basis, with 3,500 pro 
bono hours. Using an average hourly rate of $290, that translates to over 
a million dollars worth of services. 
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Ms. Moore thanked everyone on behalf of the GAL program.   
82 children adopted in last two years with cases the APS was involved 
in. 
 

I. Programs – Carrie Ann Wozniak 
 

  Ms. Wozniak discussed the dessert reception – Rock the Yacht.  
 

J. Publications – Bretton Albrecht 
 

• Pro Se Handbook – Raemy Charest-Turken 
 
 Ms. Charest-Turken reported on the Handbook's online presence 
 and discussed linking to the rule amendments.  
 
• The Record – Laura Roe 
 

 Ms. Roe reported on the Record's publications and opportunities.   
 

• Florida Bar Journal Articles – Tom Seider 

 Mr. Seider reported that the committee has published an article in 
 every issue this year, and has authors lined up through summer of 
 next year.  
 

IX. Nominations and Elections, 2019-2020 Leadership – Nick Shannin 
  
Per the circulated slate, the Chair Elect closed the nomination. The Chair called 
for a vote. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

X. Awards and Recognition – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 
 
The Chair gave awards and recognition for the Section's achievements this year, 
including recognizing: Nick Shannin, Chair-Elect; Chris Donovan, Vice-Chair; 
Kimberly Jones, Secretary/Treasurer; Kristin Norse, Immediate Past Chair; 
Jonathan Streisfeld; Dineen Wasylik; Courtney Brewer; Brandon Breslow; Laura 
Roe; Hala Sandridge; G. Raemy Charest-Turken; Carrie Anne Wozniak; Jared 
Krukar; Joseph Eagleton;  Jamie Billotte Moses; V. Hendricks; Ceci Berman; 
Elaine Walters; Tom Seider; Bretton Albrecht;Amanda Neff; and Thomas Hall. 
 

XI. Dessert Reception Sponsors – Sarah Lahlou-Amine (Exhibit H to Agenda) 
 
Please refer to Exhibit H to the Agenda.  
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XII. Closing Remarks 
 

A. Remarks of Outgoing Chair – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 
 
The Chair provided her remarks. #funnestyearever 
 

B. Remarks of Incoming Chair – Nick Shannin 
 
The Vice Chair provided some poetry.  
 
Our Chair Sarah rocks! 
She leads the band, shreds red tape 
We want an encore! 
 
He also announced his theme for next year, which is interconnectivity.  

 
XIII. Next Meeting – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 

 
A. Executive Council Meeting on September 5, 2019, at DCA Judges 

Conference, Amelia Island, FL  
 
 

XIV. Adjournment – Sarah Lahlou-Amine 
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Exhibit E 
 
The Appellate Practice Section of the Florida Bar would like to thank the following attorneys who handled a 
pro bono matter through the Section’s Pro Bono Committee during the 2018-2019 Bar year: 
 
Charles Auslander 
Nicholas Brown 
Jesse Butler 
Chris Carlyle 
Shannon Carlyle 
John Crabtree 
Duane Daiker 
Manuel Farach 
Alexis Fields 
Kelly Garcia 
Melissa Giasi 
Kansas Gooden 
Nancy Gregoire 
Jessie Harrell 
Elizabeth Harris 
Kristie Hatcher-Bolin 
Amie Kozan 
Jane Kreusler-Walsh 
Valerie Linnen 
Margaret Matthews 
Jamie Moses 
Logan Murphy 
Amanda Neff 
Randall Reder 
Dan Rogers 
Hala Sandridge 
Tracy Segal 
Stephanie Serafin 
Joshua Spector 
John Thornton 
Rebecca Vargas 
Janelle Weber 
Morgan Weinstein 
Sarah Weitz 
Yanina Zilberman 
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Exhibit F 
 
The Appellate Practice Section of the Florida Bar would like to congratulate the following attorneys who 
recently became board-certified in appellate practice: 
 
 

Charles Morris Auslander 

Marc James Ayers 

Erik Pelletier Bartenhagen 

Rhonda Burns Boggess 

Jesse R. Butler 

Jeffrey B. Crockett 

Michael T. Davis 

Alexis  Fields 

Kevin David Franz 

Kristie L. Hatcher-Bolin 

Jennifer Erin Jones 

Paulo R. Lima 

David  Rosenberg 

Stephen F. Rosenthal 

Daniel Marc Schwarz 

Thomas J. Seider 

Stephanie L. Serafin 

Morgan Lyle Weinstein 
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EXHIBIT 

B 
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Budget Proposed

2017 2018 2019 FY 19-20 FY 20-21

Description Actual Actual Actual Budget Budget

3001-Annual Fees 55,400 57,265 58,000 58,038. 58,250.
3002-Affiliate Fees 80 80 80 80. 105.
Total Fee Revenue 55,480 57,345 58,080 58,118. 58,355.

3301-Registration-Live (27) 20,000 17,400. 84,000.
3311-Registration-Phone 13,935 40 0. 0.
3321-Registration-Webcast 0 17,449 2,662 0. 0.
3331-Registration-Ticket 3,435 4,705 21,295 24,000. 32,250.
Total Registration Revenue 17,343 42,194 23,957 41,400. 116,250.

3351-Sponsorships 18,250 24,500 13,000 12,000. 42,000.
3391 Section Profit Split 15,807 28,122 59,523 37,327. 42,000.
3392-Section Differential 2,845 2,540 5,760 3,270. 5,625.
Other Event Revenue 36,902 55,162 78,283 52,597. 89,625.

3401-Sales-CD/DVD 0 8000
3411-Sales-Published Materials 0 300
Sales, Rents & Royalties Revenue 0 8300

3899-Investment Allocation 40,017 26,767 20,529 20,813. 0
Non-Operating Income 40,017 26,767 20,529 20,813. 0

Total Revenue 149,742 181,468 180,849 172,928. 272,530.

4131-Telephone Expense 6,608 465 500 900. 0.
4134-Web Services 10,622 18,061 21,353 20,500. 22,100.
4311-Office Supplies 161 281 141 150. 150.
Total Staff & Office Expense 17,391 18,807 21,994 21,550. 22,250.

5031-A/V Services 0 0 0 0 4,500        
5051-Credit Card Fees 268 1,556 1,664 1,152. 0.
5121-Printing-Outside 0 4,459 0 250. 250.
5131-Production-Outside 19,897 0 0 0. 0.
Total Contract Services 20,165 6,015 1,664 1,402 4,750

5501-Employee Travel 2,120 2,152 3,012 3,730. 4,348.
5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel 563 3,000.
5561-Judges Travel 0 0 3,208 3,500. 7,000.
5571-Speaker Travel 0 0 0 4,000. 10,000.
Total Travel 2,120 2,152 6,783 11,230. 24,348.

6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk 18 46 60 75. 175.
6251-Promotion Sponsorship 250 29,606 17,650 36,250. 5,000.
6301-Mtgs TFB Annual Meeting 20,898 59,265 30,914 28,800. 30,000.
6311-Mtgs General Meeting 3,524 3,780 2,202 3,850. 4,330.
6319-Mtgs Other Functions 19,163 336 44,591 0. 40,000.
6321-Mtgs Meals 0 0 3,600. 24,000.
6331-Mtgs Room Rental 6,604.
6401-Speaker Expense 0.
6451-Committee Expense 0 0 1,077 1,550. 900.
7001-Grant/Award/Donation 1,092 1,862 1,754 1,900. 2,050.
7999-Other Operating Exp 149 129 71 1,500. 600.
Total Other Expense 45,094 95,024 98,319 77,525. 113,659.

THE FLORIDA BAR
Appellate Law Section  (Roll-Up)

Budget/Financial Operations
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8011-Administration CLE 3,150 2,800 0 0. 11,700.
8021-Section Admin Fee 24,255 25,095 25,848 26,586. 29,309.
8101-Printing In-House 38 100 856 150. 400.
8131-AV Services 4,680.
8141-Journal/News Service 0 0 1,275. 850.
8171-Course Approval Fee 810 0 150 150. 150.
Total Admin & Internal Expense 28,253 27,995 26,854 28,161. 47,089.

9692-Transfer Out-Council of Sections 300 300 300 300. 500
Total InterFund Transfers Out 300 300 300 300. 500

Total Expense 113,323 150,293 155,914 140,168. 212,596.

Beginning Fund Balance 413,054 449,472 480,648 505,583. 538,343.

Plus Revenue 149,742 181,468 180,849 172,928. 272,530.

Less Expense 113,323 150,293 155,914 140,168. 212,596.

Ending Fund Balance 449,472 480,648 505,583 538,343 598,277
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BYLAWS OF THE 
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 

ARTICLE I 
NAME AND PURPOSE 

Section 1.  This section is the Appellate Practice Section, The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  The purpose of this section is to enhance the role and skills of Florida Bar 
members who are engaged in appellate practice through study, continuing legal education, the 
dissemination of materials on matters of interest and concern to the membership, the exchange of 
ideas and information among the membership of the section, to cooperate with other sections, to 
promote the objectives of The Florida Bar, and to encourage appellate practitioners to participate 
in The Florida Bar. 

ARTICLE II 
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES 

Section 1.  Any member of The Florida Bar in good standing and interested in the 
purposes of this section is eligible for regular membership on application and payment of this 
section's annual dues for regular membership.  Any regular member who ceases to be a member 
of The Florida Bar is no longer a member of the section. 

Section 2.  Law students and law professors who are not members of The Florida Bar are 
eligible for affiliate membership on application and payment of this section's annual dues for 
affiliate membership.  Affiliate members are non-voting members of the section. 

Section 3.  The amount of the dues for regular and affiliate memberships is set by the 
executive council.  All dues are payable on or before the first day of July of each year. 

ARTICLE III 
OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  The officers of the section are the chair, chair-elect, vice-chair, 
secretary/treasurer, and the immediate past chair. 

Section 2.  The executive council is comprised of the officers, 22 members (1 attorney 
representative from each of Florida's 5 judicial districts; 1 judicial representative from each of 
Florida's 5 district courts of appeal; 1 judicial representative from the Supreme Court of Florida; 
1 judicial representative from the United States Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit; plus 10 at-
large members) to be elected by the section or appointed by each judicial representative's 
respective court, as provided in these bylaws, and any past chairs requesting appointment, as 
provided in these bylaws. The president and president-elect of The Florida Bar are ex-officio 
members of the executive council. 

ARTICLE IV 
DUTIES AND POWER OF OFFICERS 
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Section 1.  The chair (or successively, the chair-elect or vice-chair, in the absence of the 
chair) presides at all meetings of the section and of the executive council.  The chair schedules 
the meetings of the executive council in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws.  The 
chair formulates a report of the section's work for the preceding year and presents it at the annual 
meeting of the section.  The chair appoints the chairs and members of all committees of the 
section who hold office during the chair's term.  The chair plans and supervises the program of 
the section at the annual meeting of the section during the chair's term, subject to the directions 
and approval of the executive council.  The chair oversees the performance of all activities of the 
section.  The chair keeps the executive council informed and carries out its decisions.  The chair 
performs other duties as usually pertain to the office of chair or as designated by the executive 
council.  The chair is an ex-officio member of each committee of the section. 

Section 2.  The chair-elect, in consultation with the chair, arranges for the appointment of 
the chairs and members of all committees who hold office during the chair-elect's term as chair.  
The chair-elect aids the chair in the performance of the chair's responsibilities in the manner and 
to the extent the chair requests.  The chair-elect performs other duties and has other powers as 
usually pertain to the office of chair-elect or as designated by the executive council or the chair.  
The chair-elect is an ex-officio member of each committee of the section. 

Section 3.  The vice-chair aids the chair and the chair-elect in the performance of their 
responsibilities in the manner and to the extent as either requests.  The vice-chair performs other 
duties and has other powers as usually pertain to the office of vice-chair or as designated by the 
executive council or the chair.  The vice-chair is an ex-officio member of each committee of the 
section. 

Section 4.  The secretary/treasurer consults with and assists the chair, chair-elect, and 
vice-chair of the section on the work of the section generally, in the manner and to the extent as 
they may request.  The secretary/treasurer is the custodian of all books, papers, documents, and 
other property of the section.  The secretary/treasurer keeps a true record of the proceedings of 
all meetings of the section and of the executive council, whether assembled or acting under 
submission. 

The secretary/treasurer also monitors all accounts, reports, and other documents prepared 
on section funds, revenues, and expenditures to make certain that all accounts, reports, and other 
documents are accurate, and confers with employees of The Florida Bar in the proper 
disbursements of section funds.  The secretary/treasurer reports on the section's present and 
projected financial condition on request of the chair or other members of the executive council.  
The secretary/treasurer, in conjunction with the chair, as authorized by the executive council, 
attends to the business of the section.  The secretary/treasurer is an ex-officio member of each 
committee of the section.  

Section 5.  The immediate past chair aids the chair and the chair-elect in the performance 
of their responsibilities in the manner and to the extent as either requests.  The immediate past 
chair performs the duties and has other powers as designated by the executive council or the 
chair. 
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ARTICLE V 
DUTIES AND POWER OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Section 1.  The executive council has general supervision and control of the affairs of the 
section, subject to the provisions of the Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, the policies adopted 
by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar, and these bylaws. 

Section 2.  The executive council authorizes all commitments or contracts that entail the 
payment of money and the expenditures of all section funds.  For expenses included within the 
annual budget, the secretary/treasurer may authorize the expenditure of section funds.  Any vote 
to expend section funds (in a single expenditure or as part of a commitment over a period of 
time) totaling more than the greater of $25,000 or 5% of the section fund balance as reported in 
the most recent financial report, requires at least 10 days advance written notice to the executive 
council. 

Section 3.  A minimum 14 members of the executive council constitutes a quorum.  
Except where otherwise provided in these bylaws, all binding action of the executive council 
must be by majority vote of those present and voting.  Members of the executive council present 
at the meeting must personally cast their vote; voting by proxy is not permitted. 

Section 4.  On taking the office of chair, the chair schedules at least 3 meetings of the 
executive council annually and as often in addition as the reasonable needs of the section require. 
 The chair or the secretary/treasurer must give 10 days advance written notice to all members of 
the executive council of all additional meetings except as provided elsewhere in these bylaws. 

Section 5.  If the chair and at least 2 other officers of the section determine that a 
proposition requires expedited consideration before the executive council’s next scheduled 
meeting, or on the written request of a majority of the executive council, the chair will submit or 
cause to be submitted, in writing, including by e-mail, to each member of the executive council, 
any proposition on which the executive council may be authorized to act.  

(a) The members of the executive council may vote on the proposition, in writing, 
including by e-mail, to the secretary/treasurer, who will record in the minutes of the section the 
text of the proposition submitted; that it was submitted to all members of the executive council in 
writing, including by e-mail, without a meeting; and the vote. 

(b) The voting for actions without meeting must be held within a time frame 
announced when the proposition is formally communicated to the executive council.  Unless 
extended by the chair, the time frame for voting expires at the stated expiration time or on earlier 
time if the chair announces that sufficient votes have been cast for the executive council to take 
binding action. 

(c) For purposes of this section, binding action of the executive council is by majority 
vote of all executive council members who have not abstained.  Ex-officio members of the 
executive council are deemed to have abstained unless they affirmatively indicate otherwise. 
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ARTICLE VI 
MEETINGS OF THE SECTION 

Section 1.  The section holds an annual meeting of the section at a time and location as 
arranged by the executive council and with a program and order of business as arranged by the 
executive council. 

Section 2.  Special meetings of the section may be called by the chair, after approval and 
by designation of time and place by the executive council.  Reasonable notice of any special 
meeting must be given to all members of the section. 

Section 3.  The members of the section present at any meeting constitutes a quorum for 
the transaction of business. 

Section 4.  All action of the section by majority vote of the members present is binding. 

Section 5.  The procedure of all meetings of this section is governed by Robert's Rules of 
Order Revised unless otherwise provided.  The chair has the discretion to appoint a section 
member as parliamentarian to assist the chair with interpretation of Robert's Rules and 
parliamentary inquiries. 

Section 6.  The executive council has the authority to act for the section on all matters 
that may come before the section during intervals between the annual and special meetings of the 
section. 

Section 7.  Unless otherwise specified in these bylaws, the executive council may direct 
that a matter be submitted in writing, including by e-mail, to the members of the section for a 
vote.  The members of the section may vote on the proposition by communicating their vote in 
writing, including by e-mail, within a reasonable time prescribed by the executive council to the 
secretary/treasurer who records in the minutes of the section the text of the proposition, that it 
was submitted to all members of the section in writing, including by e-mail; without a meeting; 
and the vote.  A majority of the votes received is binding action of the section. 

ARTICLE VII 
ELECTIONS 

Section 1.  The officers, other than the chair, are elected at the annual meeting of the 
section.  They serve 1-year terms, beginning at the adjournment of the annual meeting at which 
they are elected, or until their successors have been elected and qualified.  The chair-elect 
becomes chair on adjournment of the annual meeting concluding the chair-elect's term as chair-
elect. 

Section 2.  Five members of the executive council, other than the officers of the section, 
the judicial representatives, and past chairs, are elected at the annual meeting of the section.  
They serve 3-year terms, beginning at the adjournment of the annual meeting at which they are 
elected and qualified. 

(a) Judicial representatives from Florida district courts of appeal, from the Supreme 
Court of Florida, and from the United States Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit, are appointed 
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by the chief judge or justice of each respective court.  The judicial representatives serve 3-year 
terms, beginning at the adjournment of the annual meeting at which their appointments are 
presented. 

(b) Nothing in these bylaws will be construed as precluding a member of the section 
who is also a member of the judiciary from seeking an elected position on the executive council 
or as an officer. 

(c) Past chairs, other than the immediate past chair, serve 1-year terms as members of 
the executive council on written request provided to the chair prior to adjournment of the annual 
meeting.  Past chairs may be reappointed to service on the executive council on repeated written 
request as provided above. 

Section 3.  Before each annual meeting of the section, the chair appoints a nominating 
committee of not less than 3 members of the section.  The committee makes and reports 
nominations to the section for officers and executive council members scheduled to be elected at 
the annual meeting.  A nominee will not be reported to the section unless that nominee has 
agreed to serve if elected.  Other nominations for the same offices may be made from the floor at 
the annual meeting, provided the nominee has agreed to serve if elected. 

ARTICLE VIII 
SUCCESSION OF OFFICERS AND VACANCIES 

Section 1.  The chair-elect automatically assumes the office of chair at the end of the 
annual meeting concluding the chair elect's term as chair-elect unless prevented by death or 
disability or declined to act as chair-elect.  The chair serves a term of 1 year. 

Section 2.  In the event of the death, disability, or refusal of the chair to serve a full term, 
the chair-elect performs the duties of the chair for the remainder of the chair's term or disability. 

Section 3.  In the event of the death, disability, or refusal of the chair-elect to serve a full 
term, the vice-chair performs the duties of the chair-elect for the remainder of the chair-elect's 
term or disability. 

Section 4.  In the event of the death, disability, or refusal of the vice-chair to serve a full 
term, the secretary/treasurer performs the duties of the vice-chair for the remainder of the vice-
chair's term or disability. 

Section 5.  The executive council, during the interim between annual meetings of the 
section, may fill vacancies in its own membership or in the office of secretary/treasurer.  
Members of the executive council and officers so selected serve until the close of the next annual 
meeting of the section.  The remainder of any executive council member's unexpired term will be 
filled by election at the next annual meeting, as provided in these bylaws. 

Section 6.  If any elected member of the executive council fails to attend 2 executive 
council meetings in any fiscal year, the member is subject to immediate removal from office by 
vote of the other members of the executive council, and the vacancy is filled according to the 
applicable provisions of these bylaws. 
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Section 7.  The past chair serves as a member of the executive council for a term of 1 
year at the end of the chair's term in office as chair. 

ARTICLE IX 
COMMITTEES 

Section 1.  Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, all committees are appointed in 
accordance with the provisions of Article IV, and any member of the section, including officers 
and members of the executive council, may serve as chair or as a member of a committee. 

Section 2.  Standing committees of the section shall be: 

(a) Nominating; 

(b) Continuing Legal Education; 

(c) Programs; 

(d) Legislation; 

(e) Communications 

(f) Outreach 

(g) Pro Bono; and 

(h) Pro Se Handbook. 

Any of these committees may work jointly. 

Section 3.  Other committees, intended to be created for a period of 1 year or more, are 
identified as annual committees.  Annual committees may be created on motion by any member 
of the executive council, second, and a majority vote. 

The term of each annual committee commences immediately on creation and is deemed 
to automatically renew for each following section year until terminated.  An annual committee 
may be terminated by the same 2 methods described above. 

Section 4.  All committees not identified as standing or annual committees are created as 
special committees appointed by the chair in the chair’s discretion. If it appears that a special 
committee’s term will continue beyond the term of the chair creating the committee, then it is 
submitted to the executive council of the section by the incoming chair for approval as an annual 
committee in the manner set forth above. 
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ARTICLE X 
LEGISLATIVE POLICIES 

Section 1.  The section may be involved in legislative, judicial, or administrative action 
that is significant to the judiciary, the administration of justice, the fundamental legal rights of 
the public, or the interests of the section or its programs or functions so long as that involvement 
is consistent with the policies outlined in these bylaws and consistent with the policies 
promulgated by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  Any legislative, judicial, or administrative position of the section ("legislative 
position") must be adopted in accordance with the provisions of this article.  During the course of 
the section's activities and as promptly as possible, the chair or the chair's designee must notify 
the executive director of The Florida Bar of any new or current section-approved legislative 
positions.  The chair of the section or the chair's designee notifies the executive director of The 
Florida Bar of any new or current section-approved legislative positions then in effect in July of 
each year, prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Governors of The 
Florida Bar.  Legislative positions will be clearly identified as legislative positions of the section 
only, at all appropriate times before legislative bodies or its members, unless otherwise 
authorized by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar. 

Section 3.  The section's legislation committee is composed of the section officers and 
members appointed by the chair of the section, consistent with the standing policies of The 
Florida Bar Board of Governors.  The legislation committee has the authority to adopt the 
legislative position of the section with respect to pending legislation whenever, because of time 
constraints, the executive council cannot meet to adopt a legislative position prior to the time 
when legislative, judicial, or administrative action is expected or required.  Any position that is 
taken must be reported at the executive council's next scheduled meeting and may be approved 
or rescinded in accordance with this policy. 

Section 4. 

(a) Any proposed legislative position and the recommendations of the initiating 
committee of the section will be made agenda items and copies will be affixed to the agenda for 
distribution to all executive council members at least 10 days prior to the executive council 
meeting.  No proposed legislative position will be considered at the executive council meeting 
unless the section legislation committee or the section chair requests waiver of the rule and the 
waiver is approved by a vote of 2/3 of the members of the executive council present and voting.  
Legislative positions initiated by a committee of the section will be considered in the same 
manner as any other matter for which a decision is requested of the executive council by a 
member of the executive council. 

(b) The section's position on legislation not initiated by a committee of the section 
will be considered under the following procedure: 

i. The legislation committee will review all proposed legislative positions, 
and the legislation committee has the discretion to remove any item of proposed legislation from 
consideration by the executive council if the legislation committee finds that proposed legislative 
position is not concerned with a matter within this policy subject to the approval of the section 
chair. 
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ii. All proposed legislative positions which the legislation committee decides 
should be considered by the executive council will be forwarded by the legislation committee 
chair to the chair of the section committee, which as defined by the legislation committee chair is 
most concerned with the subject matter of the proposed legislation.  The legislation committee 
chair will request a written report from that committee reporting the decision where the 
committee recommends to the executive council and designating a contact person to confer with 
the chair of the legislation committee and the executive council. 

Section 5.  In order to adopt any proposed legislative position, the executive council must 
find that the proposed legislative position is within the scope of these bylaws and within policies 
as may be adopted by the Board of Governors by a 2/3 vote of the members present. In order to 
adopt any proposed legislative position, the executive council must also approve the substance of 
the legislative position presented by a majority vote of the members present.  Any legislative 
position taken must be in accordance with standing policies regarding legislative actions 
promulgated by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.  When time constraints with respect 
to legislative positions of the section require prompt action, the officers of the section may act in 
lieu of a vote of the executive council.  Once approved by the Board of Governors or the board's 
executive committee, a legislative position of the section remains for the full biannual session 
during which the Board of Governors approved the position, unless otherwise reversed or 
rescinded by the Board of Governors, or by a 2/3 vote of the executive council of the section. 

The executive council may, after debate and consideration of the legislative position, 
adopt a concept of the position the section favors, and report this concept to the Florida 
Legislature in lieu of, or in addition to, giving approval to support or oppose a particular 
legislative position. 

Section 6.  The expenses incurred by members of the section in connection with the 
legislative positions of the section are borne by the individual member, except that the chair may 
approve payment of the section member's expenses to attend legislative functions or to appear 
before various committees of the Florida Legislature to testify concerning proposed legislation.  
The expenses of the member's appearances must be approved in advance by the section chair 
consistent with the section's budgetary policies.  Expenditures must be consistent with other 
section policies, and the member must promptly notify the secretary/treasurer of the amount of 
the expenditure. 

ARTICLE XI 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Section 1.  The fiscal year of the section is the same as that of The Florida Bar. 

Section 2.  No salary or compensation may be paid to any officer of the section, member 
of the executive council, or member of a committee, except that officers and members of the 
executive council are entitled to reimbursement for expenses ordinarily, reasonably, and 
necessarily incurred on behalf of the section upon submission to the secretary/treasurer of 
appropriate requests with receipts. 

Section 3.  Action by this section is effective as the action of The Florida Bar only if it is 
approved by the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar.  Any resolution adopted or action taken 
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by the section may be reported by the chair of the section to the annual meeting of The Florida 
Bar for action by its Board of Governors at the section's request. 

Section 4.  These bylaws become effective on their approval by the Board of Governors 
of The Florida Bar and by the section. 

ARTICLE XII 
AMENDMENTS 

These bylaws may be amended only at the annual meeting of the section by a majority 
vote of the members of the section present and voting.  Any proposed amendment must first have 
been approved by a majority of the executive council and written notice of the proposed 
amendment must have been provided to all members of the section at least 30 days prior to the 
annual meeting.  No amendment is effective until approved by the Board of Governors of The 
Florida Bar. 
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T H E  A P P E L L A T E  P R A C T I C E  S E C T I O N



ABOUT THE

APPELLATE

PRACTICE

SECTION

 Thank you for considering a global sponsorship with the Appellate Practice
Section of The Florida Bar. We are a 1,600+ member organization devoted to
promoting excellence in Florida's state and federal appellate courts. Our
members include civil and criminal lawyers, plaintiff and defense lawyers, and
others interested in the appellate process. 
 

Without important sponsors like you, the Section would be unable to maintain
its purpose and accomplish its goals. The Section's purpose is to enhance the
role and skills of The Florida Bar Appellate Practitioners through study,
continuing legal education, disseminating materials on members' matters of
interest and concern, and through exchanging ideas among the Section
membership. Your sponsorship will help us grow Section membership, expand
outreach and idea exchange, provide quality continuing legal education
seminars, and  continue to serve the Florida legal community to the best of our
ability.  
 

By purchasing a global sponsorship, your business will receive sponsorship
recognition, not at a single event, but all year long — ensuring that your
contribution gets the maximum impact and reaches important decision makers
and the audience you intend.  



As the Appellate Practice Section, our specialty
encompasses all  areas of law, from family law and criminal
justice, to complex business litigation. A global sponsorship
will increase your brand visibility to Florida attorneys
practicing in areas across-the-board.

CHOOSE AWHY

APS?

CONNECTIVITY

GLOBAL SPONSORSHIP

WITH THE

VISIBILITY

Our members have been involved in the highest profile cases that
have been before the courts including Florida's intermediate
appellate courts, the Florida Supreme Court, the Federal Circuit
Courts of Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court. As a
global sponsor, your business will  have access to many of
Florida's key leaders and top legal professionals. 

As participants in a volunteer organization, Appellate Practice
Section members do some of their best work by networking.
Global sponsors will  have the opportunity to connect with
Section members and other attorneys at The Florida Bar's
Annual Convention, including at the APS' premier event - the
Dessert Reception.

ACCESS

Global sponsorship with the Appellate Practice Section affords
your business with outreach to a niche audience of legal
professionals across the state of Florida.  

TARGETED MARKETING

COLLABORATION

Without our sponsors, the Appellate Practice Section would be
unable to achieve its goals and further its mission. Collaboration
is key to the success of our organization, and to our sponsor
businesses as well.  As a global sponsor, your business will  be
able to collaborate with professionals in Florida's legal
community to share resources, ideas, and opportunities.



The following benefits are afforded to all  global sponsors:

ANCHOOSE APS

EXCLUSIVITY

Global  sponsorsh ip  i s  l imited  to ,  at  most ,  three  (3 )  annual  sponsors  each  f i sca l  year

(July  to  June )

Compl imentary  Aff i l ia te  Sect ion  Membership  for  the  2019 -2020  f i sca l  year  

   ( for  up  to  2  ind iv iduals )

MEMBERSHIP

OUTREACH/NETWORKING

Promot ional  i tems  displayed  at  a  spec ia l  mater ia l s  table  at  Execut ive  Counci l

meet ings  

Opportuni ty  to  "swag "  tables  where  Execut ive  Counci l  s i t s  with  market ing  mater ia l s

Permiss ion  to  give  br ie f  (one  minute )  elevator  pitch  dur ing  Execut ive  Counci l

meet ings

Specia l  recognit ion  at  the  APS '  premier  event  -  the  Annual  Dessert  Recept ion

Promot ional  i tems  displayed  at  a  spec ia l  mater ia l s  table  at  the  Dessert  Recept ion

Recognit ion  on  promot ional  emai l s  regarding  the  Dessert  Recept ion

Sponsor  logo  inc luded  on  highly  v is ib le  s ignage  at  the  Dessert  Recept ion

 

at January 2020 and June 2020 Florida Bar Meetings

Sponsor  logo  inc luded  in  every  APS  e -blast  dur ing  the  2019 -2020  f i sca l  year

Four  (4 )  ind iv idual  market ing  blasts  dur ing  the  2019 -2020  f i sca l  year  through  APS

socia l  media  s i tes  (Facebook  &  Twitter )

Sponsor  logo  featured  on  APS '  websi te  

Sponsor  logo  featured  in  APS '  of f ic ia l  onl ine  publ icat ion ,  

ONLINE MARKETING

The Record
 

EXPOSURE AT CLE EVENTS

Sponsor  logo  displayed  on  s ignage  at  l i ve  events

Sponsor  logo  displayed  on  placards  at  seminar  tables

Specia l  recognit ion  by  the  program  moderator  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the

l ive  events

Sponsor  logo  inc luded  in  writ ten  mater ia l s  for  CLE  ( i f  any )

 

Specia l  recognit ion  by  the  program  moderator  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  webcast

programs  

Sponsor  logo  inc luded  on  the  advert i s ing  PowerPoint  for  webcast  programs

at FY 2019-2020 live CLE events (4)

at  FY 2019-2020 monthly webcast CLE events (10)

TOTAL INVESTMENT:  $10,000

GLOBAL SPONSORSHIP

ALL YEAR LONG!

SEE BENEFITSAND
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651 E. Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399
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