
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Thursday, October 7, 2021 
2:00 PM – 4:00 PM (EDT) 

Executive Council Meeting Registration 
Meeting ID: 811 5417 1340 | Passcode: 071539 

Telephone Dial-In Provided Via Zoom Upon Meeting Registration 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order – Kimberly Jones, Chair 
 

II. Introductions – Kimberly Jones 
 

Hon. Carrie Ann Wozniak, Chair-Elect 
Kansas Gooden, Treasurer  
Courtney Brewer, Secretary 
Chris Donovan, Immediate Past Chair 

 
III. Chair’s Report – Kimberly Jones 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from June 2021 Meeting – Kimberly Jones (Exhibit A) 

 
V. Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report – Kansas Gooden (Exhibit B) 

 
A. Current Financial Statement 

 
VI. Old Business 

 
A. Ad Hoc Advocacy Committee—Courtney Brewer (Exhibit C) 

 
VII. New Business 

 
A. Bylaw Amendments—Nick Shannin  

 
VIII. Liaison Reports 

 
A. Appellate Court Rules Committee – Hon. Stephanie W. Ray / Hon. Carrie Ann Wozniak 

 
B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee – Duane Daiker 

 
C. Board of Governors – Robin Bresky 

 

D. Council of Sections – Nick Shannin 
 

IX. Section Committee Reports 
 

A. Continuing Legal Education Committee – Elaine Walter 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUscu2pqTopHtSGIv1Yed-8PbIu3CAaZZa8


B. Communications Committee – Dineen Wasylik and Morgan Weinstein 
 

C. Delegated Reserves Committee – Duane Daiker 
 

D. Diversity and Inclusion Committee – Jared Krukar and Hon. Stephanie Ray 
 

E. Fellows Program Committee – Brandon Breslow and Jamie Billotte Moses 
 

F. Legislative Committee – Thomasina Moore and Karla Ellis 
 

G. Outreach Committee – Mary Walter 
 

H. Pro Bono Committee – Eric J. Netcher 
 

I. Programs Committee – Diane DeWolf & Lindsey Lawton 
 

J. Publications Committee – Tom Seider 
 

1. The Record – Courtney Fernald 
 

2. Florida Bar Journal – Heather Kolinsky 
 

3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee – Chance Lyman 
 

K. Section History Committee – Valeria Hendricks 
 

X. Closing Remarks of Chair, Awards, and Recognitions – Kimberly Jones 
 
  Florida Bar APS Adkins and Pro Bono Award—Chris Donovan 
  Presentation by 2020 Past Chair Nick Shannin – Nick Shannin  
  Recognition of Past Chair Nick Shannin – Chris Donovan 
  Presentation by 2021 Past Chair Chris Donovan – Chris Donovan 
  Recognition of Past Chair Chris Donovan – Kimberly Jones  

XI. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting  
   Florida Bar Winter Meeting 
   January 27, 2022 
   Rosen Shingle Creek, Orlando  
 

XII. Adjournment – Kimberly Jones



 
EXHIBIT 

A 
 
 



Appellate Practice Section  
Executive Council Meeting  

 
June 10, 2021 

Virtually Via Zoom  
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

I. Call to Order – Chris Donovan, Chair 
 

Chair Donovan called the meeting to order via Zoom.   
 

II. Introductions – Chris Donovan 
 

Kim Jones, Chair-Elect 
Judge Carrie Ann Wozniak, Vice Chair 
Kansas Gooden, Secretary/Treasurer 
Nick Shannin, Immediate Past Chair 

 
III. Chair’s Report – Chris Donovan 

 
  First, we had a guest appearance from Juvaria Kahn, the executive director of the 
Appellate Project, and a short video was played.  It is a program focusing on engaging minority 
law students in appellate practice.   It has launched an appellate clinic with Howard University.  It 
also has a mentorship program.   
 
 Next, we had the two candidates for the March 2022 election of Florida Bar President: 
Scott Westheimer and Lorna Brown-Burton.  Both explained their backgrounds and platforms.   
 
 Chair Donovan congratulated everyone for surviving the pandemic and noted that 
hopefully that this is our last Zoom meeting.    
 

In all, we had 65 people in attendance:  Eric Netcher; Chance Lyman; Christopher 
Donovan; Kansas Gooden; Bailey Howard; Duane Daiker; Courtney Brewer; Laura Boeckman; 
Carrie Ann Wozniak; Jessie Harrell; Caryn Bellus; Ken Bell; Gerald Cope; Eric Eisnaugle; Matt 
Conigliaro; Diane DeWolf; Brandon Breslow; Elaine Walter; Jamie Moses; Jonathan Taylor; Laura 
Roe; Geneva Fountain; Sarah Lahlou-Amine; Siobhan Shea; Jacqueline Bertelsen; Chelsea 
Kirkpatrick; Mary Walter; Christine Davis; Jared Krukar; Alan Forst; Joe Eagleton; Juvaria Khan; 
Justine Scott; Lindsey Lawton; Alexis Fields; Christopher Carlyle; Jack Reiter; Angela Flowers; 
Nick Shannin; Kimberly Jones; Thomasina Moore; Robin Bresky; Anthony Musto; Linsey Sims-
Bohnenstiehl; Morgan Weinstein; Courtney Fernald; Stephanie Ray; Sam Alexander; Wendy 
Loquasto; Calianne Lantz; Clyde Dunton-Gallagher; F. Scott Westheimer; Allen Bonner; Sandra 
Ramirez; Morris Silberman; Benedict Kuehne; Lorna Brown-Burton; Marlene Watson; ; Cristina 
Alonso; and Kimberly Berman.    

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from January 2021 Meeting – Chris Donovan (Exhibit A) 

 
Nick Shannin moved to approve the minutes from the January 2021 meeting; Morgan 

Weinstein seconded.  Accepted by unanimous consent.     
 



V. Treasurer’s and Finance Committee Report – Hon. Carrie Ann Wozniak (Exhibit 
B) 

 
Hon. Wozniak noted our Section is healthy and in the black.  We saved a lot of money in 

expenses.     
 

VI. Old Business 
 

A. Appellate Certificate Rule Change – Chris Donovan (Exhibit C) 
 

Chair Donovan gave a history of the issue.  The Section filed a comment to the Board of 
Governor’s amendments which would eliminate discretion.  Nick Shannin motion for unanimous 
vote retroactive proclamation.  Eric Netcher seconded.  Accepted by unanimous consent.   
   
 

VII. New Business  
 

A. Florida Bar APS Adkins and Pro Bono Award—Chris Donovan 
 

The Section awarded Joe Eagleton the John Hamilton Pro Bono Award.  The Adkins 
Award winner is Justice Canady.  The in-person celebration will be at the DCA judges conference.   

 
B. Fellows Program: New APS Fellow Selected—Jamie Moses/Courtney Brewer 

 
Jamie Moses highlighted last year’s fellow Chelsea Kirkpatrick.  She also announced that 

the Section’s next fellow is Dana Maeder.  She has an interesting background.  We received an 
amazing letter of recommendation letter from fellow appellate practitioner Michael Brownlee.   

 
Brandon Breslow will co-chair the Fellowship Program next year with Jamie Moses.   

 
C. Bylaw Amendments—Nick Shannin (Exhibit D) 
 
Past Chair Shannin explained the names of the officers and compared them to the by-

laws.  These amendments cleaned these up.  The only other change is to officially recognize 
Publications to standing committees, elevates Diversity and Inclusion to standing committees, 
and combined Programs and Outlook together.  It also recognizes the Finance Committee.    

 
First, the by-law committee recommended ratification.  Jared Krukar so moved.  The 

Executive Council all agreed, and it passed unanimously.   
 
Next, the membership at large voted.  Callieanne Lantz so moved.  The membership all 

agreed and passed unanimously.   
 

D. DCA Judges Conference – Kim Jones  
 

In August, we are invited to the DCA Judges Conference, which is in person.  The Court 
is looking to us for participation.  It is in Amelia Island.  We conducted a Zoom poll to gauge 
participation.   

 



Judge Ray gave a teaser of the education agenda:  Judge Sutton of the 6th Circuit, 
Professor Josh Blackman, Professor Logan from FSU, other professors, panel with new Justices 
of the Florida Supreme Court, and Chief Judges of the DCAs.  It is sure to be an exciting 
conference! 
 

E. Ad Hoc Advocacy Committee—Chris Donovan/Courtney Brewer 
 

The Committee consists of Courtney Brewer, Matt Conigliaro, Former Judge Cope, Julia 
Kapusto.  We will have more discussion on this in the Fall.  If you have an opinion, email Courtney.   

 
VIII. Liaison Reports 

 
A. Appellate Court Rules Committee – Hon. Stephanie W. Ray 

 
Judge Ray advised that this year has been extremely busy.  The Committee welcome 

attendance and participation by appellate attorneys.  There are several proposals that are being 
discussed at tomorrow’s meeting. 

 
A proposed new rule 9.143, which provided victim participation under Marsy’s Law, is 

before the Court.  There are also multiple proposals to include 9.130, such as worker’s 
compensations immunity, punitive damages, Slap suits.   

 
Judge Ray also noted there is a current workgroup commissioned by the Florida Supreme 

Court assessing the size and composition of the District Courts of Appeal.  There will be a survey 
circulated.   
 

B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee – Duane Daiker 
 
Duane Daiker advised the Committee’s work is about done for the year.  We have 10 

newly certified lawyers.  We have 209 lawyers.   
 
Jamie Moses is being awarded the 2020 Excellence in Promotion of Board Certification 

tonight.   
 

C. Board of Governors – Robin Bresky 
 

We had Board of Governors meeting last month.  Bar is ahead of the budget.  If you would 
like to see the general assembly, go on the app as it is being a live-streamed.  She wanted to 
thank the appellate section for submitting the President’s Panel.   

 
D. Council of Sections – Nick Shannin 

 
Chris Donovan advised that Nick Shannin is going to be chair of Council of Sections next 

year.  Nick explained what the Council of Section is.  He noted that another section runs 
classifieds on its online publications.   

 
At this time, Chair Donovan also recognized Ben Kuehne for the Criminal Law’s Section 

Award.   
 

IX. Section Committee Reports 



 
A. Continuing Legal Education Committee – Elaine Walter 

 
Elaine Walter is pleased with the financial results in light of the pandemic.  Our revenue 

to date is over $91,000.  Our section split is $73,000.  We did several free CLEs throughout the 
year.  Hidden Essentials was the largest money-maker.  April 2022 is a tentative date for 
Practicing Before the First DCA.   
 

Elaine will continue as chair.  Joe Eagleton will be vice-chair.  The three-monthly webinars 
chairs are Geneva Fountain, Allen Bonner, and Eric Levine.   

 
 
B. Communications Committee – Dineen Wasylik and Morgan Weinstein 
 
Morgan Weinstein advised that the Committee is working hard on the new website.  The 

new website will be published soon.  We have also brought on a social media manager, Tracey.  
She has been handling all social medical post of the section.   

 
Morgan noted that they are creating a new role within the communications committee to 

serve as a content curator.  This will involve providing content so the committee can publish it to 
social media.   

 
C. Delegated Reserves Committee – Duane Daiker 

 
Nothing to report.   

 
D. Diversity and Inclusion Committee – Jared Krukar and Hon. Stephanie Ray 

 
 Jared Krukar gave a brief report.  The Committee is moving forward with its student 

program with modules.  They are working with as diverse of group as possible.  Chelsea 
Kirkpatrick and Laura Roe are coming on as vice chairs.   

 
E. Fellows Program Committee – Courtney Brewer and Jamie Billotte Moses 

 
No additional report.   

 
F. Sponsorship Committee – Geneva Fountain  

 
Geneva advised that we currently have Court Surety Bond.  We have capacity for two 

more global sponsors.  If you know anyone, please contact Geneva.  
 

G. High School Moot Court Committee – Brandon Breslow and Chris Donovan 
(Last Report)  
 

The high school moot court program is no longer in existence.   
 
H. Legislative Committee – Courtney Brewer and Karla Ellis  
 
Courtney advised Legislature funded the new courthouse for the Second District Court of 

Appeal in Pinellas County.  She thanked everyone who helped with this effort.   



 
Judge Silberman thanked everyone.  It has been an issue for the court since 1978.  The 

support of the Section has never wavered.  The Governor signed the budget.  We are looking for 
an architect.   

 
I. Outreach Committee – Mary Walter 

 
Mary noted that they had a great meeting this morning.  They want to have more zoom-

tastic events.  We still have an ambassador program.  We are appointing people.   
 

J. Pro Bono Committee – Joseph Eagleton and Eric J. Netcher 
 
Eric Netcher thanked Joe Eagleton for his hard work over the past few years.  The 

Committee is right on track.  Kim Berman is joining as vice chair.   
 
We placed 348 Guardian Ad Litem appeals since 2017.  This is over $7000 hours of work.  

We are also working closely with Catholic Charities on immigration issues.   
 
The Record is highlighting attorneys who do pro bono.  It is called the pro bono spotlight.   
 
Thomasina Moore thanked everyone for the Guardian Ad Litem appeals.   

 
K. Programs Committee – Diane DeWolf 

 
Diane had to leave early.  Chair Donovan gave her report.  She is keeping her fingers 

crossed that she has a live event.   
 

L. Publications Committee – Tom Seider 
 

Chance Lyman gave the report to Tom.  Chance noted the committee meeting was 
lively.  The Committee had a lot of great ideas; however, we need writers.   

 
On the pro se handbook, we are in the middle of updating.  This is a substantial project.  

Sandra Ramirez is a vice-chair for the pro se handbook.   
 
Courtney Fernald noted that if you are interested in writing for the record, contact her.  

They have topics but need writers!  
 

M. Section History Committee – Valeria Hendricks 
 

No report.   
 

X. Elections of 2021-2022 Officers & Representatives – Chris Donovan (Exhibit E) 
 

Chair Donovan advised of the officer slate and the new EC members.  Chair Donovan 
moved to close nomination and to ratify the slate.  Nick Shannin seconded the motion.  It passed 
unanimously.   

 
XI. Closing Remarks of Chair & Passing of the Gavel – Chris Donovan 

 



Chair Donovan gave closing remarks and joked that he is the “virtual chair.”  He highlighted 
some things that came out of the last retreat that we executed: revised IOPs, revised bylaws, 
created and launched a Fellows Program, expanded social media presence, new website, and 
new member orientations.  Chair Donovan also thanked the officers for their hard work.  Lastly, 
he thanked Cheri for her hard work.   

 
Incoming Chair Kim Jones sang Chair Donovan’s praises! We have learned many great 

tings from the pandemic that we can put into practice going forward.   
 

XII. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting 
 

Florida Conference of DCA Judges 2021 Education Program on August 24-26 in Amelia 
Island.   
 

XIII. Adjournment – Kimberly Jones  



 
EXHIBIT 

B 
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Advocacy Committee 
• Replaces Legislative Committee to handle all advocacy 
• Co-Chairs or Chair/Vice-Chair  

 
Checklist for whether APS should file amicus brief/comment to rule 
proposal: 
(Each question must be answered yes) 
 Is it an issue affecting appellate practice?  
 Is the issue significant enough that it is worth the time and resources 

of the Section?  
 Is the issue one that does not carry the potential of deep 

philosophical or emotional division among a substantial segment of 
membership of the Section/bar? 

 Is the issue either (1) beyond the scope of permissible legislative or 
ideological activity of the bar; or (2) within the permissible legislative 
or ideologically activity of the bar and the proposed brief does not 
take a position that is inconsistent with an official position of the bar? 
 

Ideal timeline for amicus/comment to rules proposal briefs  
*** Any of the APS deadlines (i.e., any other than TFB notice and briefing 
deadline) may be waived by the APS Chair. Recognizing that requests may 
arise under a variety of circumstances with much shorter turnaround times, 
the APS deadlines should be viewed as “best case scenario” guidelines, 
and the Chair’s discretion to waive these deadlines is robust.  
 

• 40 days prior – request received 
• 35 days prior – Advocacy Chair recommends EC approve preparation 

of brief; designates primary author 
• 30 days prior – Executive Council vote to approve preparation of brief 
• 15 days prior – draft brief provided to APS Chair so Chair can seek 

officer approval within 5 days; Advocacy Chair  (or author) prepares 
required notice for the bar 

• 10 days prior – notice and draft brief filed with Executive Director of 
TFB, unless waiver by TFB president has been received. 

• Brief and motion for leave filed 
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