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APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING  

Thursday, October 17, 2024 
12:00-2:00 PM  

Via Zoom 
 

AGENDA  
 
I. Call to Order – Courtney Brewer, Chair  
 
II. Introductions – Courtney Brewer 

Joe Eagleton, Chair-Elect 
Elaine Walter, Treasurer  
Mary Walter, Secretary  
Hon. Kansas Gooden, Immediate Past Chair  
Gabrielle Hermesmen, Interim Section Administrator  

 
III. Chair’s Report – Courtney Brewer  
 
IV. Approval of Minutes from June 2024 Meeting – Immediate Past 
Secretary Elaine Walter (Exhibit A)  
 
V. Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report – Elaine Walter (Exhibit 
B)  
 
VI. Old Business  

 
A. 2024 Section Retreat – Courtney Brewer  

 
B. High School Moot Court Competition – Brandon Breslow 

and Samantha Wuschke 
 
C. Annual Convention Recap – Courtney Brewer 
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VII. New Business 
  

A. Response to New Section Management Fees – Courtney 
Brewer 

 
VIII. Liaison Reports  

 
A. Appellate Court Rules Committee – Chrissy Davis  
 
B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee – Nancy Gregoire  
 
C. Board of Governors – Robin Bresky  
 
D. Council of Sections – Joe Eagleton 

 
IX. Section Committee Reports  
 

A. Advocacy Committee – Diane DeWolf  
 
B. Communications Committee – Dineen Wasylik  
 
C. Continuing Legal Education Committee – Bailey Howard  
 
D. Delegated Reserves Committee – Duane Daiker  
 
E. Diversity and Inclusion Committee – Laura Roe  

 
F. Fellows Program Committee – Nick Lynch and Dan Nordby 

 
G. Outreach and Programs Committee – Brandon Breslow and 

Lindsey Lawton  
 
H. Pro Bono Committee – Sam Alexander and Jamie Moses 
 
I. Publications Committee – Chance Lyman  
 

1. The Record – Jay Yagoda  
2. Florida Bar Journal – Sarah Roberge  
3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee – Keith Upson 
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J. Section History Committee – Elaine Walter and Hon. Carrie 

Ann Wozniak  
 
XII. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting Florida Bar Winter 
Meeting – Thursday, January 23, 2024  
 
XIII. Adjournment – Courtney Brewer 



 
APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, June 20, 2024 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Held in person only. 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Kansas R. Gooden, at 10:00 am. 
 
II. Chair Gooden led introductions of the attendees for the meeting, including: Kansas R. 

Gooden, Chair; Courtney Brewer, Chair-Elect; Joe Eagleton, Treasurer; Elaine Walter, Secretary; 
Hon. Carrie Ann Wozniak, Immediate Past Chair; Mary Walter, incoming Secretary; Sam 
Alexander, Pro Bono Co-Chair; Caryn Bellus (PC); Ceci Berman (PC); Hon. Alex Bokor, Third 
DCA Judicial Representative; Allen Bonner, Webinar Chair; Robin Bresky, Board of Governors 
Representative; Brandon Breslow, Fellows Program Committee Co-Chair; Lara Breslow; Chris 
Carlyle (PC); Alyssa Corey; Duane Daiker (PC), Delegated Reserves Committee Chair; Diane 
Dewolfe, Advocacy Chair; Chris Donovan (PC); Sidney Feldman; Bryan Gowdy; Alexis Fields; 
Hon. Alan Forst, 4th DCA Judicial Representative; Bailey Howard, Continuing Legal Education 
Committee Chair; Heather Kolinsky; Amie Kozan; Jarod Krukar; Lindsey Lawton, Programs Chair; 
Chance Lyman, Publications Committee Chair; Nick McNamarra; Hon. Eric Nechter; Erin Newell; 
Kristen Norse (PC); Dimitri Peteves; Hon. Stephanie Ray, First DCA Judicial Representative; Jack 
Reiter (PC); Sarah Roberge, Journal Chair; Tom Seider, Pro Bono Committee Co-Chair; Nick 
Shannin (PC); Hon. Morris Silberman, Second DCA Judicial Representative; Eleanor Sills; Garrett 
Tozier; Hon. Dan Traver; Shannon Troutman; Keith Upson-Pro Se Handbook Chair; Hon. Charles 
Wilson, Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals Judicial Representative; Sam Wuschke; Dineen Wasilyk, 
Communication Chair.  

 
*PC indicates Past Chair. 

 
III. Chair Kansas Gooden gave the Chair’s Report, to include that goals set for the year were 

met. Sponsored the DCA Judges Conference, a roll out of the website, and new initiatives to 
be discussed in committee reports. Chair Gooden thereafter deferred to the reporting 
members.  

 
IV. Secretary Elaine Walter reported that the minutes from the Section’s last Executive Council 

meeting, held in January as part of the District Court of Appeal Judges Conference, were 
attached to the agenda as Exhibit A and were ready to be approved.  Moved to approve the 
minutes; seconded. The minutes were then approved by acclimation. 

 
V. Treasurer Joe Eagleton gave the Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report, including a 

discussion of the current financial statement (Exhibit B to Agenda). Although our expenses 
are up due to increase in costs for items, we are financially sound. Thank you to Section 

 
Exhibit A
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Administrator, Brittany Baxter, for guiding the preparation of the budget. 

VI. Old Business was conducted.

A. High School Moot Court Competition – Mary Walter and Brandon Breslow. This initiative of
the Law Related Education Committee had participation from schools in each of the DCA
jurisdictions. Finals were in Tallahassee and held before the Florida Supreme Court. We provide
the appellate guidance for the competition. Sam Wuschke will be taking over as chair.

B. 2025 Section Retreat – Courtney Brewer. Save the date for Rome! February 23-27.
Registration will be later this summer/fall. Please stay on the lookout for information. The
Retreat Committee continues to meet to set events for the trip.

D. Website Update- Joe Eagleton. Pleased to report that the new APS website is live. Please
provide input or feedback. The website will continue to be updated. Thank you to everyone who
has helped.

E. IOP Update – Courtney Brewer. IOPs have been cleaned up to delete defunct content, add
new content, and edits are ongoing content.

VII. New Business was conducted.

A. Chair Gooden announce the opening of the APS Swag Store to be found at
https://www.cafepress.com/thefloridabar/17443111 Get all your APS swag!

B. Leadership Training at Annual Meeting – Kansas R. Gooden. Good opportunity to get
committee chairs and members wanting to move into leadership. Discussion on paths to
becoming chair.

VIII. Liaison Reports were given.

A. Elaine Walter reported on the Appellate Court Rules Committee’s recent activities.

SC2022-1123: The Court, sua sponte, published amendments to Florida Rule of Criminal
Procedure 3.191 (Speedy Trial) and Florida Rule of Appellate Procedure 9.140 (Appeal
Proceedings in Criminal Cases) and asked the respective rules committees to comment on
the Court’s proposed amendments. Court changed style of case to remove reference to Rule
9.140 on December 5, 2024. January 18, 2024, Court published another proposal to amend
Rule 3.191. Comment period ended April 3, 2024.

SC2023-0438: The Court sua sponte published amendments to Rule 9.130 concerning
arbitration. The Committee filed a comment. Opinion issued May 2, 2024. Amendments
effective July 1, 2024.

SC2024-0215: The Committee filed a report proposing amendments to the mediation rules
(9.300 and 9.700–9.740) on February 9, 2024. The Court published the amendments for
comments in the May Bar News. The comment period ended May 31. One comment was
received. The Committee’s response to comment is due June 21, 2024.

Exhibit A
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SC2024-0317: The Committee filed a report proposing amendments to Rules 9.110 to 
correct a cross-reference, 9.130 and 9.140 to address “stand your ground” nonfinal appeals, 
and 9.800 to address administrative law reporters that are no longer published on February 
29, 2024. The proposed amendments were published by the Court for comment in the April 
Bar News. A comment was received from the Florida Public Defenders Association. The 
Committee’s response to comment was filed May 22, 2024. 

SC2024-0398: The Supreme Court asked the Committee to consider whether the record can 
be supplemented with transcripts of additional hearing that were not previously mentioned 
in any designation to a court reporter or in a motion filed with the trial court. Debose v. 
State, 359 So. 3d 368 (Fla. 1st DCA 2023). The Committee proposed amendments to Rule 
9.140 in a report filed March 18, 2024. The Court published the amendments for comments 
in the May Bar News. The comment period ended May 31. One comment was received. The 
Committee’s response to comment is due June 21, 2024. 

SC2024-0750: In January 2024, the Committee approved amendments to Rule 9.142 to 
clarify that require documents be sent to a judge should be “served” and not “delivered” or 
“furnished.” An amendment to Rule 9.210 to include a word count equivalency to the page 
number requirement to comport with other subdivisions within the rule. These amendments 
were published for comment in the March Bar News. The comment period ended April 1, 
2024. No comments were received. The report was filed May 21, 2024. The Court accepted 
without oral argument on May 24, 2024. 
Other possible changes to the Rules of Appellate Procedure: 

- In January 2024, the Committee approved amendments to Rule 9.100 to make clear
whether the response and reply to a petition for a writ filed under Rule 9.100 must be
served on the judge who entered the order being challenged, as the petition is required to
be at the request of Tom Hall. The rule, although specifically authorizing a response and
reply, is silent as to whether the response and reply need to be served on the judge. The
amendments are published in the June edition of the News. The comment period ends
June 30.

- David Caldevilla asked the Committee to clarify Rule 9.310(b)(1) regarding the
calculation of supersedeas bonds. The Subcommittee recommends some clarifying
amendments.

- Bar staff asked if Rule 9.210(b)(8) could be read by a pro se filer as requiring a
certificate of computer-generated brief when filing a handwritten brief. The
Subcommittee recommended an amendment to clarify the subdivision.

- The ACRC has also reviewed numerous other referrals that ended in no action being
taken, and is looking at referral on rule 9.100, 9.130, 9.140, 9.147, 9.210, the definition
of rendition, traffic court appeals, adding the 6th DCA’s additional briefing
requirements to 9.210, and amending its IOPs.

B. Duane Daiker reported on the Appellate Practice Certification Committee’s recent
activities. There are five newly certified lawyers. The committee suspects that the
decrease in test takers is due to the five oral argument requirement. If you are due for
recertification then no news is good news throughout the process.

C. Robin Bresky reported on the Board of Governors’ recent activities. Installation of

Exhibit A
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YLD and Bar president. Still looking for JNC nominations. 
 

D. Nick Shannin reported on the Council of Sections’ recent activities. The Council met 
yesterday and Nick Shannin went on behalf of the Section. Judge Forst is the new 
chair-elect of the Council of Sections. President Westheimer discussed a change of 
Bar policy to rule 5.516 on funding the sections with $10 per section member form 
Bar dues. That funding is going away entirely. Amount the Section will be impacted 
is a decrease in $13,600. CLE amounts taken by the Bar have been decreased. Does 
not take effect until 2025 Bar fiscal year.  

 
IX. Section Committee Reports 
 

A. Bailey Howard reported on the Continuing Legal Education Committee. The 
lunchtime audio webinar series is ready to go and advertising will be out in the next 
few days and there is already CLE and CJE credit. Attendance last year was at a 
healthy level. The joint webinar with Elder Law Section was well attended and 
informative. In person events included practicing before the 2nd DCA and practicing 
before the Florida Supreme Court. Next year looking at events at the 5th and 6th 
DCAs with rebranding. Thank you to Brit Baxter for her help and support. 
 

B. Dineen Wasylik reported on the Communications Committee. FaceBook is our 
greatest Social Media platform, but LinkedIn and X are coming in as close seconds. 
Please share photos to be shared on social media. Over 7000 visits to our website. 
Pro Bono is the most frequented page.  

 
C. Duane Daiker reported on Delegated Reserves Committee. Certain amounts of 

Sections assets are reserved for funding for sponsoring, donations, etc. Nothing 
pending and nothing to report. 

 
D. Laura Roe was not in attendance to report on the Diversity and Inclusion Committee.  
 
E. Brandon Breslow and Dan Nordby were not in attendance to report on the Fellows 

Program Committee due to other commitments at the Bar Convention. Chair Gooden 
announced that the new fellow is Stephanie Rodriguez. 

 
F. Diane DeWolf reported on the Advocacy Committee. Formerly the legislative 

committee. The Governor signed legislation for DCA judges to live away from the 
court and obtain funding for travel. Also advocate for judge and court salaries. The 
Bar has adopted our platform for longevity of judges. The committee would like to 
adopt a platform for the Section that all appellate courts have a courthouse. 
Recommended by Diane, seconded by Nick Shannin. No discussion. Passed 
unanimously with all judges abstaining.  

 
G. Mary Walter and Lindsey Lawton reported on the Outreach and Programs. A 

representative from the high school moot court program came to discuss the works 
of the program, including its two-part process of briefing and oral arguments. 
Working on expanding outreach. Brandon Breslow is taking over outreach. The big 
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program for the committee was the Table of Authorities with young appellate 
lawyers having a roundtable with an appellate judge. The Programs Committee 
planned the Roman Holiday dessert reception and they are looking for topics for 
next year.  

H. Sam Alexander reported on the Pro Bono Committee. Jamie Moses will be coming
on as co-chair for next year. GAL CLE went well with Judge Wozniak giving out
awards. The GAL DBI program is going strong and all of the cases are being picked
up by APS members. The intake form will be discontinued due to lack of resources
but we will be partnering with legal aid agencies for them to do intake and send
cases to us. The Injunction for Protection is also going well. The Florida Supreme
Court has also asked for the committee to provide an attorney with the promise of
oral argument. Other opportunities continue to present themselves.

I. Chance Lyman reported on the Publications Committee. Publication has created a
liaison position with the FSU style manual to provide input on updates.

1. Jay Yagoda was not in attendance to discuss The Record. Chance informed
the membership of the judicial profiles and the need for more articles and
authors.

2. Sarah Roberge discussed the Florida Bar Journal. Our column is going well.
Authors scheduled through the beginning of 2025. We had the cover article
for the last bar journal. We also had one of our articles cited in an opinion.

3. Keith Upson reported on the Self-Represented Litigant Committee. Working
with the courts for updates. Already working on the 2027 version of the
Handbook.

J. Elaine Walter reported on the Section History Committee. There are now five
episodes of Duane Daiker’s podcast marking the Section’s history (Tony Musto,
Tom Hall, Angela Flowers, Matt Conigliaro, and Sarah Lahlou-Amine). The
committee is also working on adding to and standardizing the history page of the
website to include all years of the Section’s history since 1993.

X. Elections: The slate of officers and new Executive Counsel were proposed. Nick
Shannin moved to close nominations and accept the slate as proposed. Chris
Donovan seconded. Approved unanimously. The slate of officers includes: Courtney
Brewer, Chair; Joe Eagleton, Chair-Elect; Elaine Walter, Treasurer; Mary Walter,
Secretary; Kansas Gooden, Immediate Past Chair. The Executive Council new
members include: Allen Bonner, Dineen Wasilyk, Christine Davis, Alexis Fields,
and Samuel Walker.

XI. Chair Gooden announced that the next Executive Council Meeting will be held virtually
during the Florida Bar Fall Meeting on October 17, 2024.

XII. Chair Gooden adjourned the meeting at 11:07 pm.
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YTD YTD 24-25 YTD
August 2025 Budget 2024

3001-Annual Fees 5,538  59,403    63,333    58,433    
3002-Affiliate Fees 25  25  50  -  
Total Fee Revenue 5,563  59,428    63,383    58,433    

3301-Registration-Live -  -  19,450    16,295    
3331-Registration-Ticket -  -  80,000    -  
Total Registration Revenue -  -  99,450    16,295    

3351-Sponsorships 10,000    10,000    45,000    10,000    
3391 Section Profit Split 6,589  20,679    80,000    15,598    
3392-Section Differential 80  200     4,000  520     
Other Event Revenue 16,669    30,879    129,000  26,118    

3901-Eliminated InterFund Revenue - 40 - 40 
Other Revenue Sources - 40 - 40 

Total Revenue 22,232    90,346    291,833  100,886  

4134-Web Services 119     474     20,500    -  
4311-Office Supplies -  -  150     -  
Total Staff & Office Expense 119     474     20,650    -  

5051-Credit Card Fees 68  271     3,225  694     
5101-Consultants -  -  8,500  980     
5121-Printing-Outside -  -  8,250  -  
5199-Other Contract Services -  -  12,000    -  
Total Contract Services 68  271     31,975    1,674  

5501-Employee Travel 175     175     3,249  2,853  
5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel 3,578  3,578  6,500  -  
5561-Judges Travel -  -  3,500  -  
5571-Speaker Travel -  -  1,250  -  
Total Travel 3,753  3,753  14,499    2,853  

6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk -  -  50  263     
6251-Promotion Sponsorship -  -  4,500  -  
6301-Mtgs TFB Annual Meeting 139     139     54,250    -  
6311-Mtgs General Meeting -  -  113,000  -  
6319-Mtgs Other Functions 4,111  4,111  5,000  9,398  
6321-Mtgs Meals -  -  57,350    9,748  
6331-Mtgs Room Rental -  -  3,100  -  
6451-Committee Expense - 2,160 4,800  -  
7001-Grant/Award/Donation - 157 11,600    -  
7999-Other Operating Exp - - 2,000  -  
Total Other Expense 4,249  6,566  255,650  19,409    

8011-Administration CLE -  -  -  -  
8021-Section Admin Fee 3,240  34,268    33,233    28,471    

THE FLORIDA BAR
Appellate Practice Section

For the Two Months Ending August 31, 2024
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8101-Printing In-House -  -  150     -  
8171-Course Approval Fee -  -  150     150     
8901-Eliminated IntEnt Exp -  -  1,000  -  
Total Admin & Internal Expense 3,240  34,268    34,533    28,621    

9692-Transfer Out-Council of Sections -  -  500     500     
Total InterFund Transfers Out -  -  500     500     

Total Expense 11,429    45,332    357,807  53,057    

Operating Income 10,802    45,014    (65,974)   47,828    

3899-Investment Income (loss) 13,340    29,788    15,012    2,223  
Total Nonoperating Revenue (Expenses) 13,340    29,788    15,012    2,223  

24,142    74,802    (50,962)   50,052    

2001-Beginning of the year, restated (Fund Balance) - #REF! 796,725  

End of the Year (Current Month) - #REF! 846,776  

Change in Net Position

Net Position
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