APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, January 23, 2025
12:00-2:00 PM

AGENDA
I. Call to Order — Courtney Brewer, Chair
II. Introductions — Courtney Brewer
Joe Eagleton, Chair-Elect
Elaine Walter, Treasurer
Mary Walter, Secretary
Hon. Kansas Gooden, Immediate Past Chair
Amy Walker, Section Administrator

[II. Chair’s Report — Courtney Brewer

IV. Approval of Minutes from October 2024 Meeting — Secretary
Mary Walter (Exhibit A)

V. Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report — Treasurer Elaine
Walter (Exhibit B)

VI. Old Business
A. 2025 Section Retreat — Courtney Brewer

B. High School Moot Court Competition — Brandon Breslow
and Samantha Wuschke



VII. New Business

A. 2025 Board Certification Town Hall — Elaine Walter and
Brandon Breslow

VIII. Liaison Reports
A. Appellate Court Rules Committee — Chrissy Davis
B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee — Nancy Gregoire
C. Board of Governors — Robin Bresky
D. Council of Sections — Mary Walter
IX. Section Committee Reports
A. Advocacy Committee — Diane DeWolf
B. Communications Committee — Dineen Wasylik
C. Continuing Legal Education Committee — Bailey Howard
D. Delegated Reserves Committee — Duane Daiker
E. Diversity and Inclusion Committee — Laura Roe
F. Fellows Program Committee — Nick Lynch and Dan Nordby

G. Outreach and Programs Committee — Brandon Breslow and
Lindsey Lawton

H. Pro Bono Committee — Sam Alexander and Jamie Moses
[. Publications Committee — Chance Lyman

1. The Record — Eleanor Sills
2. Florida Bar Journal — Sarah Roberge
3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee — Keith Upson
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J. Section History Committee — Elaine Walter and Hon. Carrie
Ann Wozniak

XII. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting
Florida Bar Annual Meeting, Boca Raton
Thursday, June 26, 2025 — anticipated

XIII. Adjournment — Courtney Brewer



APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, October 17, 2024
12:00-2:00 PM
Via Zoom

Minutes

Held via Zoom only.

Our thoughts are with anyone impacted by recent storms; if anyone
needs anything, do not hesitate to contact us.

L. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Chair
Courtney Brewer at 12:01 p.m.

II. Introductions.

- Chair Brewer led introductions of officers for the meeting,
including:

O

o O O O

Chair Elect, Joe Eagleton

Treasurer, Elaine Walter

Secretary, Mary Walter

Immediate Past Chair, Kansas Gooden

New Administrator Amy Walker was introduced
prior to the start of the meeting, with thanks to the
interim administrators Gabrielle Hermesman
(stepping in for Britt Baxter) and Whitney Bledsoe
(facilitating the meeting today).

- Thank you to our Judicial Liaisons in attendance:

O

©)
@)
©)

Judge Morris Silberman, Second DCA
Judge Alexander Bokor, Third DCA
Judge Alan Forst, Fourth DCA

Judge Eric Eisnaugle, Fifth DCA
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III.

IV.

o Judge Carrie Ann Wozniak (PC), Sixth DCA

Other attendees at the meeting: Jack Aiello (PC), Sam
Alexander, Shamika Askew, Caryn Bellus (PC), Ceci
Berman (PC), Kimberly Berman, Brandon Breslow, Lara
Breslow, Allen Bonner, Gerald Cope, Alyssa Cory, Duane
Daiker (PC), Christine Davis, Chris Donovan (PC), Alexis
Fields, Ari Fitzgerald, Angela Flowers (PC), Nancy
Gregoire, Tom Hall (PC), Bailey Howard, Amy Wessel
Jones, Debra Klauber, Sarah Lahlou-Amine (PC), Chance
Lyman, Nicholas Lynch, Erin Newell, Kristin Norse (PC),
Clay Oberhausen, Benjamin Paley, Dimitri Peteves, Ann
Phillips, Jack Reiter (PC), Finley Riordan, Stephanie
Rodriguez (Fellow), Jessica Scholl, Nick Shannin (PC),
Eleanor Sills, Donna Soloman, Garrett Tozier, Shannon
Troutman, Dineen Wasylik, Morgan Weinstein, Samantha
Wuschke (Fellow), Brian Zack.

Chair’s Report - Courtney Brewer. Courtney gave the
Chair’s Report, to include the following:

Congrats! Judge Gooden was appointed to the Third
District Court of Appeal just after the annual convention!
Officer Update. Officers have been working hard since
the officer retreat, holding monthly meetings to come up
with and execute new ideas.

Committees.

o Committee meetings were cancelled due to
Hurricane Milton.

o Courtney will be in touch with committee chairs to
reschedule within the next few weeks, and all are
encouraged to attend these meetings to become
more involved with the committee.

Secretary — Mary Walter. Immediate Past Secretary Elaine
Walter gave the report on the minutes from our last
Executive Council Meeting, held at the Annual Convention
in June, reported. The minutes were ready for approval.



VI.

Elaine moved to approve, motion was seconded, and the
committee approved the minutes by acclimation.

Treasurer — Elaine Walter. Elaine announced that the
Finance Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report. There
were no comments or questions. As for the budget, Elaine
reported that APS has formed a finance committee that
started on the review process early, however, due to the
nature of the project and changes with our Florida Bar
Administrator, we are not yet ready to present a budget for
approval. There may be another meeting on this prior to
December, please stay tuned as to this issue.

Old Business

. 2024 2025 Section Retreat — Courtney Brewer.

Courtney reported that while the process has been slower
than expected and registration is not yet open, the retreat is
moving forward.

Location: Rome, Splendide Royal Hotel

Dates: February 23, 2025, through February 27, 2025.
Cost: $1,500.00/ member, $750.00/guest* (expected).
* For guests staying in the same room as the member.

. High School Moot Court Competition — Brandon Breslow

and Samantha Wuschke. Samantha reported that APS
has been working with the LREC on this year’s competition.
LREC is taking the lead on the event. APS has been tasked
with outreach to local schools, as well as perhaps with
grading briefs.

- If you have any connections with local schools, please
reach out to Samantha
o Tom Hall suggests outreach to the Babcock Ranch
City Schools High School. He will connect with Sam
to share contact with the chair of the school board
and the director of city schools.



- LREC will advise APS whether and how many graders are
needed for briefs come December, stay tuned!

C. Annual Convention Recap - Courtney Brewer. Courtney
reported that we had a wonderful convention. We hosted a
leadership summit, which lead to a lot of great ideas. The
Chair’s Reception was also wonderful and well-attended. It
was a good venue for the awards, which Judge Gooden
presented that evening. EC meeting was productive, and
the Dessert Reception leveled up again. Thanks to everyone
on the committee, including Lindsey Lawton, Diane DeWolf,
Kristin Norse, and Judge Wozniak.

VII. New Business.

A. Response to New Section Management Fees — Courtney
Brewer. Courtney called on Vice Chair Joe Eagleton to give
his report on the Council of Sections (see below). Following
the report, Courtney advised that due to the change in bar
policy and rising costs, the Officers are proposing that dues
be increased from $40.00 to $55.00 annually. This is in
line with what all other sections are doing. Courtney stated
that APS is at the lower end of bar dues, and Elaine Walter
explained that the officers decided on the amount of the
proposed increase after looking at other sections, the
amount lost due to the change in policy, and the amount in
reserves.

Motion
o Motion made by Nick Shannin to adopt the officers’
recommendation to increase dues for APS from
$40.00 to $55.00 for the next bar year.
o Seconded by Morgan Weinstein.

Comments
o Comments were received from Nick Shannin,
Morgan Weinstein, Alexis Fields, Whitney Bledsoe,
Allen Bonner, and Tom Hall.
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o General consensus was favorable, although some
worried that it may not be enough, and the section
may need to revisit this issue in the future,
particularly with falling attendance at CLEs and in
person events.

o Whitney added that many other sections are
increasing dues this year and are planning to revisit
the issue again in another few years.

o A question was raised regarding the impact of the
increase on our joint membership with the
Government Lawyers Section. That section is also
looking at increasing their dues, but the decision
had not been made as of the time for our meeting.

Vote
o Ayes: All in favor voiced vote
o Nays: None
o Abstention: all judicial representatives abstained
Motion carried.

VIII. Liaison Reports

A. Appellate Court Rules Committee — Chrissy Davis.
Chrissy reported as follows for the committee:

- Updates. In July, FSC amended Rules 9.142 and 9.210
regarding criminal appeals, effective October 1, 2024.
- Pending Issues.
o Committee proposal to amend mediation rules to
include petitions for writs of certiorari.
» This proposal has been submitted to the FSC
without OA.
o Proposal regarding authorization of appeals for non-
final Stand-Your-Ground orders
» This proposal has been submitted to the FSC
and oral argument is scheduled for 12/12/24.
o FSC has a request to the Committee to determine
whether 9.210 should be clarified as to
supplementing the record in criminal cases.
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» This proposal has been submitted to the FSC
without OA.

o Committee will submit report to clarify Rule 9.210
regarding certificates of compliance for computer
generated briefs and to amend 9.310 regarding
interest rates in posting a bond.

* No comments were received on these
proposals, and they need to go to the Board of
Governors, then to the court.

- On Agenda for the ACRC Meeting.

o Whether to amend rules to extend Sixth DCA’s new
briefing requirements across the state.

o Whether to amend 9.800 to comply with court’s
administrative order on four-digit years.

o Whether to amend 9.100 to clarify service of
petitions on officials.

o The next ACRC meeting will be held 10/25, virtually.

B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee — Nancy
Gregoire (*report made prior to Chair’s Report). Nancy
reported as follows for the committee:

- Applications.

o The committee has received several certification
applications thus far. After the applications are
reviewed, they expect to have about 40 applicants.

o Seven recertification applications have been
received.

- Application Definition. The committee has been tasked
to determine who “minimally qualified applicant” would
be.

- Rule Changes. The committee is also addressing the
standard of good cause to ensure compliance with
direction from the Florida Supreme Court.

C. Board of Governors — Robin Bresky. No report was
provided from the Board of Governors.



D. Council of Sections - Joe Eagleton (*report made in
advance of New Business). Vice Chair Joe Eagleton
reported as follows:

- Kudos. Judge Alan Forst has been appointed Vice Chair
of this committee.

- Report. The most recent meeting of the Council focused
on the Florida Bar’s policy change regarding
administrative fees and subsidies. As previously
reported, the Bar is now passing on that fee to the
sections. In addition to absorbing this fee, all sections
were concerned about rising costs and attendance at
events. The Bar is hearing these concerns and has
indicated they will be brought up at the next Board of
Governors Meeting in December.

[X. Section Committee Reports

A. Advocacy Committee — Diane DeWolf. Diane indicated the
Advocacy Committee had no updates for this meeting.

B. Communications Committee — Dineen Wasylik. Dineen
reported the following for the committee:

- Website.

o We are settling into and learning the new back end
of the new website and Tracey Eller, our amazing
communications assistant, has been putting in a lot
of work to ensure the new site is fully populated. If
you need any suggested changes, please email
Dineen Wasylik, Dimitri Peteves, and Tracey
Eller. Big thanks to Dimitri who has stepped up to
take an active role on the website.

o The site home page has had 1.1K visitors in the last
90 days.

o Publications is reaching its audience! The pro se
handbook gets many more visitors, with 4.3K in the
last 30 days. The Record judge interview series is
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also popular — together, they have about 20K views
in the last 30 days.
- Social Media.

o On the social media front, we currently have 1,370
Twitter /X followers, 943 Facebook Followers, 665
Instagram Followers, 590 Linked in Followers. If
you aren’t already following us Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn or X, please do, and please
send anything you think should be posted to Dineen
and Tracey.

o Shamika Askew reminded everyone in the chat that
if we all invite our friends to like APS’ social media
pages, we’ll hit our follower goals!

C. Continuing Legal Education Committee - Bailey
Howard. Bailey reported the following for the committee:

- Webinars.

o Webinar attendance continues to be strong, though
we are of course always searching for ways to
improve that showing. Committee officers have
received lots of positive feedback from audience
members, including judges.

o Planning for the next year’s Tuesday webinar series
has begun. The next committee meeting will involve
brainstorming new topics. Please share ideas with
Bailey Howard or hop on the meeting when it is
announced.

o We’re also working on a two-part “Navigating Your
First Appeal” webinar hosted by Sarah Weitz (Pt1)
and Ed Wenger (Pt2), and on a seminar—format yet
to be decided—on The Art of Objecting, hosted by
Judge Netcher and Dan Nordby.

- In-Person.

o Upcoming events include Behind the Bar: Florida’s
5th DCA is coming up on October 29 in
Jacksonville, hosted at the 4th Circuit’s courthouse
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by Diana Johnson and Rebecca Creed (with special
thanks to Judge Jay and Judge Kilbane for their
assistance).

o Also on the horizon: Board Certification Boot Camp
(January 2025); a Sixth DCA seminar (spring 2025);
and the William Van Nortwick Advanced Appellate
Advocacy seminar (summer 2025).

- Marketing

o Allen Bonner advised that the Florida Bar has a new
marketing liaison who is supposed to be tasked
with assisting us in marketing events. Contact
information is as follows:

Fla Bar Marketing Liaison: Rober Saravia Espinoza,
RSaravia@floridabar.org

. Delegated Reserves Committee — Duane Daiker. Duane
indicated the Delegated Reserves Committee had no
updates for this meeting.

. Diversity and Inclusion Committee — Laura Roe. No
report was provided for this committee.

. Fellows Program Committee — Nick Lynch and Dan
Nordby. Nick welcomed our newest fellow, Stephanie
Rodriguez. He also reported that he recently met with
another young attorney in Miami who is interested in the
program, and he encouraged the attorney to apply.
Advertising for new fellows will begin in earnest for the next
application cycle beginning in February, with applications
due May 1, 2025.

. Outreach and Programs Committee — Brandon Breslow
and Lindsey Lawton. Brandon reported the following for

the joint committee:

- Outreach.



o Table of Authorities. The committee has continued
to build on the success of last year’s virtual Table of
Authorities program, where a small group of young
lawyers engage with a sitting appellate judge to
discuss key topics like professionalism, advocacy,
and mentoring. The first program for the 2024-
2025 year was on September 12 with Third DCA
Judge Monica Gordo. It was well-attended by
lawyers in the public sector and private sector and
moderated by APS Treasurer Elaine Walter. We have
already coordinated the next program date with a
judge from the First DCA. More information on that
will be available soon.

o Board Cert Town Hall. The committee is also
working on a virtual Board Certification Town Hall.
That format will allow a small group of lawyers to
explain the process for the Appellate Practice board
certification, including the requirements,
application, and examination. The program may
touch on the re-certification process. The target
date will be in mid-January 2025.

- Programs.

o Brainstorming ideas for the Dessert Reception
theme is underway, with more detailed planning
expected to start in January or February.

H. Pro Bono Committee — Sam Alexander and Jamie Moses.
Sam reported as follows for the committee:

- Updates. The committee had several updates of past
programs.

o The committee ended the intake form.

o The committee is pleased with the new website,
pictures are up.

o DBI is going strong, although Sam acknowledged
that we had not received any referrals yet for
October. He will check on that to confirm there are
no issues with the process.
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O

The Third DCA reached out with a referral for a pro
bono case. Immediate Past Chair Judge Gooden
explained that the Third DCA will begin referring
more appeals that the court believes need pro bono
representation. These will be good opportunities for
people looking for appellate experience/arguments.
Letters have been sent to legal aid organizations.
The committee is holding off on the GAL CLE this
year, evaluating whether it will be better as a virtual
presentation.

- Inquiry on Grant Money.

O

Kristin Norse raised an issue involving whether
there are opportunities for grant money for
expenses including transcripts.

There was a discussion involving such costs with
comments from Sam Alexander, Kristin Norse, Joe
Eagleton, Sarah Lahlou-Amine, Allen Bonner,
Morgan Weinstein, Bailey Howard, and Kimberly
Berman.

It was mentioned that while there are some local
legal aid organizations that will assist (including
Greater Miami Legal Aid), there is no statewide
solution.

The consensus is that there is a need for help here,
and the question/issue was referred to the Pro Bono
Committee to address, perhaps with creation of a
sub-committee. Sarah Lahlou-Amine indicated
interest, as well as Morgan Weinstein and Kristin
Norse.

It was suggested that APS might create an
information bank of resources or seek to obtain
grant funds itself. It was also suggested that the
Advocacy Committee get involved to investigate how
other states handle these issues and to determine
whether lobbying efforts would be appropriate.

I. Publications Committee — Chance Lyman.
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1. The Record — Jay Yagoda. Chance Lyman reported
as follows for the Record:

o Thanks to Dineen for the shoutout on website traffic!
o New Program.
» To generate a more stable pipeline of content
for the Record, the committee is pursuing a
new recurring series called “Conflict Certified”
that will aim to be posted monthly and
summarize a recent decision certifying conflict
amongst DCAs. These would be shorter pieces
describing the basis for the conflict with the
goal of flagging for practitioners when there are
new district splits cropping up and to give a
heads up as to cases that might be working
their way up to the Florida Supreme
Court. The first one should be posted to the
website within the next week or so.
o Other Updates. Otherwise, the Record also has one
judicial profile in the pipeline that also needs to be
edited and posted.

2. Florida Bar Journal - Sarah Roberge. Ben Paley,
who is assisting Sarah Roberge with managing editor
tasks, reported the following:

o Articles.

» The committee has articles scheduled through
May/June 2025 and is currently editing the
Jan/Feb 2025 article, which is due Nov. 1.

» We also have two potential authors lined up
after that.

o Article Topic Bank. We’re nearly finished! Sydney
Feldman has been assisting with a project to clean
up the APS Journal Topic Bank (in addition with
editing the latest Journal submission). Once that is
accomplished and we have a new “final” version, the
committee will circulate it to the broader
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publications group and executive board for input on
additional topics.

o New Submissions. As always, please let us know if
you or anyone you know may be looking for
opportunities to author pieces in the Journal! Also,
if anyone has ideas for articles, please reach out to
Sarah or Ben (ben.n.paley@gmail.com).

3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee — Keith
Upson. Chance reported the following:

o ADA Compliance.

» Keith Upson has been working with Lara
Breslow and Shannon Troutman to ensure the
new version of the Handbook is ADA
compliant.

» They have gone through the handbook and
have three areas that need further technology
review. They also need to create the alt text for
the images in the pdf file. The committee is
connecting with Dineen to see if this is
something we can handle internally or if we
need to secure a vendor to assist.

J. Section History Committee — Elaine Walter and Hon.
Carrie Ann Wozniak. Elaine reported the following:

- Chair Summaries. The committee is more than halfway
through summarizing chair years to go on the website.
Tasks associated with this effort include standardizing
the years so there is uniformity in reporting.

- Bench Briefs. The committee is also moving forward
with a program called “Bench Briefs,” snippets of advice
from judges that will be woven into a webinar. Thanks to
Chair Elect Joe Eagleton for spearheading this.

XII. Announcements

- If you’re looking for the swag store, it’s been taken down.
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- Kristin Norse is presenting a free CLE for public interest
attorneys on 11/14 /24 on navigating civil appeals.

- Judge Silberman announced that the Second DCA
suffered water damage following recent storms. OAs will
be virtual through at least November. If you have an
upcoming OA in person, expect notice that it will be held
virtually instead and contact the clerk with any
questions.

** Next Executive Council Meeting Florida Bar Winter Meeting -
Thursday, January 23, 2025. Committee meetings will also occur
prior to the meeting along with a town hall.

XIII. Adjournment — Courtney Brewer. Chair Brewer adjourned the
meeting at 1:25 p.m.

Special thanks to Whitney Bledsoe for facilitating the meeting,
another welcome to our new administrator, Amy Walker, and thank
you to all new members in attendance.
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THE FLORIDA BAR
Appellate Law General
Budget/Financial Operations

Proposed
FY 24-25 FY 25-26

Description Budget Budget

3001-Annual Fees 63,333 91,140
3002-Affiliate Fees 50 50
Total Fee Revenue 63,383 91,190
3351-Sponsorships 30,000 40,000
3391 Section Profit Split 80,000 60,000
3392-Section Differential 4,000 4,000
Other Event Revenue 114,000 104,000
3899-Investment Allocation 15,012 21,404
Non-Operating Income 15,012 21,404
Total Revenue 192,395 216,594
4134-Web Services 20,500 17,290
4311-Office Supplies 150 300
Total Staff & Office Expense 20,650 17,590
5051-Credit Card Fees 2,025 1,450
5101 - Consultant 8,500 10,000
5121-Printing-Outside 8,250 8,000
Total Contract Services 18,775 19,450
5501-Employee Travel 2,275 2,850
5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel 6,500 6,500
5561-Judges Travel - 5,600
Total Travel 8,775 14,950
6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk 50 300
6251-Promotion Sponsorship 4,500 5,890
6301-Mtgs TFB Annual Meeting 54,250 60,000
6311 Mtgs General Meeting 4,700 4,700
6319-Mtgs Other Functions 5,000 8,000
6451-Committee Expense 4,800 5,400
7001-Awards 11,600 2,050
7005-Charitable Donations - 7,500
7999-Other Operating Expense 500 500
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Total Other Expense
8021-Section Admin Fee
8101-Printing In-House

Total Admin & Internal Expense

9692-Transfer Out-Council of Sections
Total InterFund Transfers Out

Total Expense

Net Operations

85,400 94,340
33,233 47,988
150 50
34,383 48,038
500 500

500 500
168,483 194,868
23,912 21,726






