Appellate Practice Section
Executive Council Meeting

Thursday, October 23, 2025

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Via Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting
https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/j/89407002484?pwd=XwAOmt6893WPUNaLw3j
tVanSAqOFnX.1

Meeting ID: 894 0700 2484
Passcode: 180898


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89407002484?pwd=XwAQmt6893WPUNaLw3jtVanSAqQFnX.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89407002484?pwd=XwAQmt6893WPUNaLw3jtVanSAqQFnX.1

AGENDA
I. Call to Order — Joe Eagleton, Chair
II. Introductions — Joe Eagleton
Elaine Walter, Chair-Elect
Mary Walter, Treasurer
Chance Lyman, Secretary
Courtney Brewer, Immediate Past Chair
Amy Walker, Section Administrator

[II. Chair’s Report — Joe Eagleton

IV. Approval of Minutes from June 2025 Meeting — Chance Lyman
(Exhibit A)

V. Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report - Mary Walter
(Exhibit B)

VI. Old Business
A. Annual Convention Recap — Joe Eagleton & Courtney Brewer

B. Section Bylaws — Courtney Brewer & Nick Shannin

VII. New Business
A. Section Survey — Joe Eagleton
B. Law Student Membership — Joe Eagleton

C. DCA Judges Conference — Joe Eagleton & Judge
Kansas Gooden

D. 2026-27 Section Retreat — Elaine Walter

E. 2026-27 Section Budget — Mary Walter
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F.

William A. Van Nortwick Advanced Appellate Advocacy
Workshop - Courtney Brewer & Judge Carrie Ann
Wozniak

G. Bench Briefs — Alison Preston & Evan Dix

VIII. Liaison Reports

A.

B.

C.

Appellate Court Rules Committee — Dwayne Robinson
Appellate Practice Certification Committee — Mark Tinker

Board of Governors — Jesse Butler

D. Council of Sections — Judge Alan Forst

E.

Standing Committee on Pro Bono — Sarah Lahlou-Amine

IX. Section Committee Reports

A.

B.

C.

Advocacy Committee — Diane DeWolf & Dan Nordby
Communications Committee — Dineen Wasylik & Dimitri Peteves

Continuing Legal Education Committee — Allen Bonner &
Garrett Tozier

. Delegated Reserves Committee — Duane Daiker

. Fellows Program Committee — Courtney Brewer & Nicholas

Lynch

Outreach Committee — Brandon Breslow

. Programs Committee — Alyssa Cory

. Pro Bono Committee — Jamie Moses & Bailey Howard



[. Publications Committee — Sarah Roberge
1. The Record — Eleanor Sills

2. Florida Bar Journal — Benjamin Paley
3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee — Keith Upson

J. Section History Committee — Kimberly Berman
XI. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting — Joe Eagleton

DCA Judges Conference, Jacksonville
Wednesday, February 18, 2026

XII. Adjournment — Joe Eagleton



APPELLATE PRACTICE SECTION
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, June 26, 2025
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
Addison Ballroom East

AGENDA

Held in person at the Florida Bar Convention in Boca Raton

L

II.

III.

Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Courtney Brewer, Chair, at 10:05 a.m.

Introductions.

The Chair recognized Arturo Ayala, representative from APS global sponsor, Court Surety Bond
Agency. APS thanked CSBA for its support of the Section and its activities.

Courtney led introductions of officers for the meeting, including:
o Courtney Brewer, Chair

Joe Eagleton, Chair-Elect

Elaine Walter, Treasurer

Mary Walter, Secretary

Hon. Kansas Gooden, Immediate Past Chair

Amy Walker, Section Administrator

O O O O O

Thank you to our Judicial Liaisons in attendance:
o Judge Morris Silberman, Second DCA
Judge Alexander Bokor, Third DCA
Judge Alan Forst, Fourth DCA
Judge Carrie Ann Wozniak (PC), Sixth DCA

O O O

Other attendees at the meeting: Sam Alexander, Ethan Anagnos, Jennifer Aybar, Caryn Bellus (PC),
Ceci Berman (PC), Kimberly Berman, Allen Bonner, Steve Brannock (PC), Robin Bresky (BOG),
Lara Breslow, Chris Carlyle (PC), Nick Cathcart, John Crabtree (PC), Alyssa Cory, Rebecca Creed,
Duane Daiker (PC), Chrissy Davis, Diane DeWolf, Evan Dix, Alexis Fields, Angela Flowers (PC),
Kevin Franz, Tom Hall (PC), Bailey Howard, Eric Kay, Benedict Kuehne (PC), Sarah Lalou Amine
(PC), Hon. Lindsey Lawton, Michael Ellis, Dan Nordby, Amber Nunnally, Ali Preston, Tara Price,
Kassandra Reardon, Sarah Roberge, Stephanie Rodriguez (fellow), Jack Reiter (PC), Nancy Stamper,
Tom Seider, Siobhan Shea (PC), Eleanor Sills, Nick Shannin (PC), Garrett Tozier, Dineen Wasylik,
Blayne Yudis (fellow).

Chair’s Report — Courtney Brewer. Courtney reported on the successes of the section’s committees
this year. She also reported on the successful leadership summit held a day earlier and our chair’s
reception, featuring award winners John Tomasino (Adkins Award Winner) and Sam Alexander (John R.
Hamilton Pro Bono Award Winner). We have had several great ideas come out of brainstorming sessions
like the one held during the leadership summit, and we are actively implementing them, such as the law
clerk outreach program that Evan Dix will be heading up, the Bench Briefs series, and our popular Table
of Authorities.
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Iv.

VL

VIL

Secretary Report — Mary Walter. Mary gave a report on the minutes from the last meeting (Exhibit A),
which was held in person at the Florida Bar Winter Meeting in Orlando. Mary moved to approve. The
motion was seconded, and the EC approved the minutes by acclimation.

Treasurer & Finance Committee’s Report — Elaine Walter. (Exhibit B). Elaine gave a report about
the budget, which we passed last meeting. The section is in good financial shape.

Old Business

A.

2025 Section Retreat — Judge Carrie Ann Wozniak. Judge Wozniak reported on our Rome Retreat.
She credited Courtney Brewer for bringing together a simply amazing experience filled with so many
highlights. We had set goals of having strong judicial participation and encouraging new members,
and both goals were achieved in this experience. Congrats to everyone who worked to make the
retreat a success!

High School Moot Court Competition — Joe Eagleton. Joe reported about the high school moot
court competition. This is a program that began with the Florida Supreme Court and was relaunched
as a project under the Law Related Education Committee, giving high school students an opportunity
to draft briefs and participate in oral argument before the District Courts of Appeal, as well as the
Florida Supreme Court. APS has had different levels of involvement over the past few years. We
have been in contact with the present leadership with LREC, and we understand that there is presently
some debate regarding the Bar’s vision for the program. We are keeping the dialog open so that
members can participate where they can, whether through brief grading or other tasks. More updates
to follow as the program continues to develop.

Leadership Summit — Joe Eagleton. Joe reported on the successful leadership summit yesterday,
highlighting the topics discussed.

New Business

A.

Bench Briefs — Joe Eagleton and Ali Preston. Joe began the report on the Bench Briefs program.
Ali Preston took this idea and ran with it. Ali reported that this program is designed to feature
judges/justices giving their answer to a designated question. The first program featured Justice
Couriel and 9 judges from the various districts, it is out and available for purchase in the Bar’s CLE
catalog, and other episodes are in the works.

Law Clerk Subcommittee — Evan Dix. Evan reported on this new program, which will focus on
ensuring the section provides content that is relevant and beneficial to law clerks. The subcommittee
will participate in the upcoming judicial law clerks’ conference.

Bar calendar updates — Courtney Brewer. Courtney reported that in the past fall meetings have
been virtual and winter meetings have been in person. That is flipping starting this year — fall in
person and winter virtual.

2026 DCA Judges Conference — Joe Eagleton. Joe reported on the DCA Judges Conference, which
will impact our participation in the Bar’s new calendar. APS has been invited to join the DCA
judges’ conference, to be held in person in the Jacksonville area in February. Our winter EC meeting
will occur in person during this conference, and as a result, our fall meeting will be virtual. It will
take place around the same time as the Bar’s fall meetings (October 29-31), but not on the same dates
to avoid scheduling conflicts.

DCA Judges Conference - February 17-20, 2026 — One Ocean Resort, Atlantic Beach
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E. 2026-2027 APS Retreat — Elaine Walter. Elaine reported that we will be sending out a survey for
interest in the next APS retreat (cost, timing, location, etc.) and forming an organizing committee. To
ensure accessibility, the retreat will take place within the contiguous United States.

F. Bylaws Ratification — Nick Shannin. (Exhibit C). As Bylaws chair, Nick reported and made a call
to action involving the Section’s bylaws. APS unanimously approved five amendments in 2021 and
ratified those amendments again two years later. Still, no formal action took place. Thus, the bylaws
committee has recommended the EC to re-ratify the amendments (attached to the agenda) again.

Nick announced the committee’s recommendation. No second was needed. There was no discussion,
and the motion passed by unanimous vote. The bylaws committee will now work with the Bar to
obtain BOG approval for the amendments.

VIII. Liaison Reports

A. Appellate Court Rules Committee — Chrissy Davis. Chrissy announced that the committee meeting
is tomorrow morning. There are no pressing new developments, but several matters still pending before
the FSC, including the following.

o The committee submitted proposals to amend several rules, including notably an amendment
to address appeals from stand your ground orders. The court declined that change, but it
adopted other proposals.

o 9.140 — this proposal originated as a question from the FSC regarding whether the record can
be supplemented with transcripts that were not referenced in any designations/directions.
This came from the Debose case, a criminal matter. It was submitted to the FSC without oral
argument and it is still pending.

o 9.130 — The FSC on its own amended Rule 9.130 to allow for interlocutory appeals from
orders that deny motions under Florida’s Anti-SLAPP statute. This was submitted to the FSC
without oral argument in June 2025.

o 9.100 — the committee filed a proposal to amend Rule 9.100 regarding service after filing a
petition, specifically upon judges and other public officials. That case was also submitted to
the FSC without oral argument in June 2025.

B. Appellate Practice Certification Committee — Nancy Stamper. Nancy gave a report on behalf of
the committee. The committee had no repeat applicants for board certification this year, which took the
pressure off creating the questions. There were nine applicants for board certification, but only eight took
the test. Of those eight, seven passed. For recertification, 47 people applied, 47 people were approved.
The last task for the committee was to define its minimally qualified candidate for appellate certification.
This was difficult for the committee, but after some clarification, they were able to provide the Bar with
what they needed.

C. Board of Governors — Robin Bresky. Robin reported that the Voluntary Bar Leaders Conference will be
held in July this year on Florida’s West Coast. Also in July, Florida Bar President Sia Baker-Barnes will
be holding her first Board of Governor’s Meeting in Palm Beach.

D. Council of Sections — Nick Shannin. Nick gave a report for the Council of Sections. COS had a
leadership conference yesterday afternoon. During the business meeting that followed, Nick reported on
APS events, specifically plugging our Dessert Reception. Other sections also reported on their activities.
Of particular note, the Government Lawyers and the Out-of-State Lawyers Division are willing to partner
on CLEs. APS congratulated Judge Alan Forst for being named the new chair of COS; we are proud of
our representation within this group.

** Paige Greenlee, Candidate for Florida Bar President-Elect spoke to the section. The election for this position will
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be in March 2026.

IX.

Section Committee Reports

A.

Advocacy Committee — Diane DeWolf. Diane gave a report for the advocacy committee. The
committee has not taken any new positions this past year. One of its standing positions is that every
court should have a courthouse. We have seen success on that issue within the Second DCA, which
will be opening its courthouse in St. Petersburg, hopefully later this year. As for the Sixth DCA,
Mary Walter reported that the state’s budget included some money for land acquisition, but (a) there
is a potential for a line-item veto, and (b) additional funds will be needed to actually construct the
courthouse, even assuming land is acquired.

Tom Hall inquired about whether the new Sixth DCA needs to be in located in Lakeland, as he
thought there may be opportunities for funding elsewhere.

Communications Committee — Dineen Wasylik. Dineen gave the following report regarding
Communications:

Our new website is now a year old and going strong, and our social media continues to grow,
with thousands of views monthly over several platforms. We will be rolling out a lot of
content in the coming weeks to advertise the Monthly CLE series and the new

leadership. Dimitri Peteves is doing a great job on the website. Please reach out to him or
Dineen for website-related posts. Lara Breslow is going to be stepping up to be fresh blood
for the social media side, so please reach out to her and Dineen for social media

ideas. Finally, please share your pictures! We want to make sure we are highlighting all the
good work we do!

Congrats to Dimitri Peteves on his wedding this weekend!

Continuing Legal Education Committee — Bailey Howard. Bailey reported that the CLE
committee was busy this year with five in person events. There are several events planned already
for this coming year, including the Van Nortwick Seminar and a Beyond the Bar with the Fourth
DCA. Thank you to Kevin Franz and Sarah Weitz for volunteering to form the steering committee
for the Fourth DCA seminar. APS also has an exciting series of webinars for this coming year, and
registration is already open. Thanks to Eleanor Sills for helping create questions for some of the
webinars, and to Arturo for his support, as it allows us to host these events.

Delegated Reserves Committee — Duane Daiker. Duane indicated the Delegated Reserves
Committee had no updates for this meeting.

Fellows Program Committee — Nick Lynch and Dan Nordby. Alyssa Cory gave a report on
behalf of Dan Nordby for the Fellows Program. The Fellows Program had no report at this time, but
it was proud to introduce our fellows, both of whom were in attendance: Stephanie Rodriguez (fellow
for 2024-2026) and Blayne Yudis (fellow for 2025-2027).

Pro Bono Committee — Sam Alexander and Jamie Moses. Sam gave a report for the pro bono
committee. Requests are coming in from GAL, Legal Aid, and the courts. There is an idea this
morning to have a zoom meeting of clerks so that they can learn from the Third DCA how to use the
committee for referrals.

Publications Committee — Chance Lyman.

1. The Record — Eleanor Sills. Eleanor reported that the Record has continued to remain as
active as possible since January. We have published a few pieces since January: an article about
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the 6th DCA’s new briefing requirements, an article about professionalism on appeal, and, most
recently, a spotlight on our 2024-2026 and 2025-2027 APS fellows. There are a few folks who
are working on judicial profiles and a few other volunteers who plan to write an article sometime
later this year, including two articles on our new series Conflict Certified. We are always looking
for more content so if anyone would like to volunteer to write an article (only about 1000-2000
words), we would love that. Otherwise, our social media team has done a fabulous job of cross-
posting many different topics and various informative tidbits throughout this year. Dineen and
Dimitri have been doing a great job putting those articles up on the website.

2. Florida Bar Journal — Sarah Roberge. Sarah reported that we are ahead of where we would
like to be and have articles scheduled through February of next year. Authors are still invited to
volunteer to write.

3. Self-Represented Litigant Committee — Keith Upson. Sarah reported on behalf of the
SRLC, as well, advising that Keith has obtained several bids to translate the pro se handbook. He
is also making progress on ADA compliance, but the committee may need to solicit bids to wrap
up that issue, as well.

The committee did fix the issues that arose involving the website links to the handbook. Thanks
to Dimitri and John Tomasino for their efforts in that regard.

H. Section History Committee — Elaine Walter and Hon. Carrie Ann Wozniak. Elaine reported that we
are still in the process of doing updates for chair years, which will be up on the website soon. Members
are asked to send pictures. It was recognized that we have almost half our past chairs here at our
meetings, which is fantastic. Congrats to the section!

Outreach and Programs Committee — Brandon Breslow and Lindsey Lawton. Ali gave the report

for Qutreach:

Table of Authorities: The committee’s strong work has continued since our report at the Winter
Meeting in January. We hosted two sold-out Table of Authorities installments, where a small
group of young lawyers engages with a sitting appellate judge to discuss key topics like
professionalism, advocacy, and mentoring. The first program on February 11 featured Judge
Scott Makar from the Fifth DCA and was moderated by Eleanor Sills. The second program on
May 13 featured Judge Matthew Lucas from the Second DCA and was moderated by Chance
Lyman. We continue to receive encouraging feedback from the speakers and attendees. The
incoming Outreach Committee Vice Chair Alison Preston will handle logistics for Table of
Authorities moving forward, but Brandon is excited to see the program continue to grow. Chief
Judge Traver will be doing the next one with Brandon moderating.

Virtual Happy Hour: On March 25, the Outreach Committee hosted a virtual happy hour for
about 12-15 attendees to celebrate Women’s History Month. Everyone discussed the Section
retreat, as well as upcoming summer plans. Elaine Walter and Brandon hosted a lively trivia
game that focused on famous women in the law.

Clerk Subcommittee: Evan Dix, staff attorney at Florida’s Second District Court of Appeal,
joins the leadership ranks of the Outreach Committee as the Chair of the Clerk Subcommittee. In
that role, Evan serves as a liaison between the Section and Florida’s appellate law clerks and staff
attorneys so that the Section provides relevant services (education, publications, and
programming) for the benefit of those lawyers.

Additional Programming: The committee is also exploring ideas for a program or CLE that
would get the word out about the section to a broader audience. Thoughts thus far include a CLE
on technology that would feature a slate of speakers, discussing how they have incorporated
technology into their practice. The committee welcomes other ideas, particularly those that may
differentiate the program from our CLEs.
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e BC Town Hall: Elaine added that the Outreach Committee intends to continue the Board
Certification Town Hall Program. This CLE ran last year, as a feature to promote board
certification. Judge Eric Netcher moderated a panel of board certified lawyers, and attendees
received 1.0 CLE credits (intermediate). It was a resounding success, and the committee looks
forward to seeing where it goes this year.

For Programs, Lindsey reported that the committee has been hard at work planning the Venetian
Masquerade Dessert Reception. Kudos to Alyssa Cory, who will be taking over for this committee
next year.

XII. Election of 2025-2026 Officers & Executive Council — Courtney Brewer (Exhibit D). Courtney announced
the slate for our EC, including people who will be on the EC for a three-year term.

Nick Shannin moved to close nominations. Tom Hall seconded his motion. The motion passed, and
nominations were closed.

Nick Shannin then moved to adopt the slate of officers and EC members as recommended. Tom Hall
seconded the motion, and the motion passed.

Congrats!

XIII. Closing Remarks and Passing of the Gavel — Courtney Brewer. Courtney recognized committee chairs and
others who have served the section, as well as officers. Her gift of appreciation included an APS umbrella and
sunscreen, as these individuals were there for APS, whether rain or shine! There was a special recognition of Amy
Walker, Bar Administrator, who stepped in this past fall and has been a champion for us.

Joe recognized Courtney Brewer for all of her efforts with some Italian inspired gifts, as a thank you for her
remarkable service.

XIV. Announce Next Executive Council Meeting — Joe Eagleton. APS does not have a date for the next meeting,
as it will be virtual, but Joe announced it will be held around October 29-31. The date will be finalized and circulated
by email.

XIII. Adjournment — Courtney Brewer. Courtney adjourned the meeting at 11:25.
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3001-Annual Fees
3002-Affiliate Fees

Total Fee Revenue

3301-Registration Live
3331-Registration-Ticket Sales
Total Fee Revenue

3351-Sponsorship
3391 Section Profit Split
3392-Section Differential

Total Other Event Revenue

3901-Eliminated InterFund Revenue
Total Other Revenue Sources

Total Revenue

4134-Web Services
4311-Office Supplies
Total Staff & Office Expense

5031-AV Services & Productions
5051-Credit Card Fees
5101-Consultant Services
5121-Printing-Outside

Total Contract Services

5501-Employee Travel
5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel
5561-Judges Travel

Total Travel

6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk
6251-Promotional Sponsorship
6301-TFB Annual Meeting Expense
6311-General Meeting
6319-Meetings - Other Functions
6321-Meetings - Meals
6331-Meetigs Room Rental
6451-Committee Meeting Expenses
7001-Grant/Award/Donation
7005-Charitable Donations
7999-Other Operating Expense
Total Other Expense

8021-Section Administration
8101-Printing In-House
8171-Course Approval Fee

Total Admin & Internal Expense

9692-Transfer Out-Council of Sections
Total Depreciation Expense

Total Expense

Operating Income

3899-Investment Allocation
Total Non-Operating Income

Change in Net Position

Net Position

THE FLORIDA BAR
Appellate Practice Section
For the Two Months Ending August 31, 2025

2001-Beginning of the year, restated (Fund Balance) -

End of the Year (Current Month)

YTD Budget FY 25-26 YTD YTD/Prior YID  FYE Actual
August 2026 Variance ($) Budget 2025 Variance ($) 2025
6,820 79,090 (12,050) 91,140 59,403 19,688 61,400

- - (50) 50 25 (25) 25
6,820 79,090 (12,100) 91,190 59,428 19,663 61,425

550 550 (39,525) 40,075 - 550 -

- - - - - - 100,500
550 550 (39,525) 40,075 - 550 100,500
- 10,000 (30,000) 40,000 10,000 - 57,500
6,802 23,236 (36,764) 60,000 20,679 2,557 64,461
45 583 (3,418) 4,000 200 383 940
6,847 33,818 (70,182) 104,000 30,879 2,940 122,901
B 40 40 - 40 - 40

- 40 a0 - a0 - 40

14,217 113,498 (121,767) 235,265 90,346 23,152 284,866

- - (17,290) 17,290 474 (474) 3,469

- - (300) 300 - - 163

- - (17,590) 17,590 474 (474) 3,632

- - (2,000) 2,000 - - -

136 771 (1,529) 2,300 271 500 5,250
1,020 1,020 (8,980) 10,000 - 1,020 4,360

- - (8,000) 8,000 - - 8
1,156 1,791 (20,509) 22,300 271 1,520 9,618
1,094 1,270 (3,080) 4,350 175 1,094 10,079

- - (6,500) 6,500 3,578 (3,578) 679

- - (5,600) 5,600 - - 2,004
1,094 1,270 (15,180) 16,450 3,753 (2,484) 12,762

- 13 (287) 300 - 13 179

- - (5,890) 5,890 - - -

- 1,143 (58,857) 60,000 139 1,005 64,014

- - (4,700) 4,700 - - 181,631
1,670 1,670 (6,330) 8,000 4,111 (2,440) 8,362

- - (55,000) 55,000 - - 49,600

- - - - - - 2,810

- 2,000 (3,400) 5,400 2,160 (160) 2,160

- - (2,050) 2,050 157 (157) 2,798

550 550 (6,950) 7,500 - 550 -

- - (2,000) 2,000 - - 86
2,220 5,377 (145,463) 150,840 6,566 (1,190) 311,640
3,410 39,545 (8,443) 47,988 34,268 5,278 35,460

- - (50) 50 - - 141

- - (400) 400 - - -
3,410 39,545 (8,893) 48,438 34,268 5,278 35,601

- 500 - 500 - 500 500

- 500 - 500 - 500 500
7,880 48,482 (207,636) 256,118 45,332 3,150 373,754
6,336 65,016 85,869 (20,853) 45,014 20,002 (88,888)

14,494 16,431 (4,973) 21,404 29,788 (13,357) 63,838

14,494 16,431 (3,973) 21,404 29,788 (13,357) 63,838
20,830 81,447 80,896 551 74,802 6,645 (25,050)

780,829 805,879 805,879

- 862,277 880,681 780,829
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